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WTO: Propress Made During Telecoms 
Liberalization Talks 


BR2204144296 Pans LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
im French 22 Apr 9 pl3 


[Unatuibuted report “WTO — International Telecoms 
Agreement On the Hornzon’| 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The international negotiations 
on telecommunmcauons Uus week enter the home 
straght. The members of the WTO [World Trade Or- 
ganization] have to find a Compromise on the opening 
up of thew telecommunications market before 30 April 
However, in view of the result obtained in Japan on 
Sunday (2! Apnij, rapid progress could now stan to 
be made on this issuc. Meeting this weekend in Kobe, 
the members of the Quadrilateral (the United States, 
Japan, the EU, and Canada) appear to have reached an 
agreement on a joint poston. All the delegations said 
they were pleased at the “progress made” in the past 
two days of talks 


This optumusm ts more diplomatic than real, however 
Two kinds of problem were encountered. First, the EU 
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and the United States, which made the best two offers 
in relative terms, afe accusing cach other of Commutting 
every possible sin. However, talks between Su Leon 
Brittan, thc EU commussioner charged with the dossicr, 
and his U.S. counterpart appear to have reached a 
compromise which, for the Europeans, should be put 
to its Council of telecoms ministers for final approval 
on Wednesday [24 April] 


In addition, the desire for opening up the markets 
expressed by both counties has found litle support so 
fas from the other WTO members. Tokyo and Ottawa 
lag a good way Debind the offer, as do the other 
member countries, especially the Asian statics who are 
not anxious to ceapicicly open up thew markets for 
the ume being. Observers say that only if a rapid 
agreement can be struck between the United States and 
the EU would the other members tec! obliged to make 
concessions leading to a global agreement by the end 
of April 
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UK: Rifkind Steps Up Pressure Over ‘Absurd’ Beef 
Ban 

LD2264173596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1720 GMT 22 Apr 9% 


[By Geoff Meade, PA News, Luxembourg] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind tonight warned of “wide implications for the 
European Union 15 the Brush beef ban stayed in the 
absence of any evidence of a health risk. 


He described the worldwide ban as “positively absurd 
— but refused tc identify what tit-for-tat trade measures 
may be under consideration in Downing Sweet if the 
trade blockade was not lifted soon. 


Mr Rifkind attended talks in Luxembourg with Icllow 
foreign munisters against a backdrop of growing specu- 
lation that Pnme Minister John Major is ready to take 
on Britain's partners over the contuunuing eel crisis 


But he carefully avowed any direct threats as he led his 
colleagues through the scicnutic evidence — or lack of 
it — for maimtaining a full-scale ban 


“1 indicated that one of the reasons | was raising 
this issue was that if this probiem ts not satisfactorily 
resolved 1 would have wide implications for the EU - 
wider than just for beef and agriculture,” the Foreign 
Secretary told a news conference before returning to 
London 


“1 have no dou that no country could accept an 
indefinite comprehensive ban on beef exports when that 
was not required for public health reasons - and when 
the Commission's own agriculture Commussioner has 
confirmed that fact 


Mr Rifkind went on: “It is against that background that 
we expect carly progress. | am not proposing today to 
speculate on the details 


He said that agriculture minister Douglas Hogg would 
he having talks with Pranz Fischler in Brussels tomor- 
row, with the results being considered by a full meeting 
of farm munisters next Monday 


Naturally we hope that will lead to proper conclusions, 
said Mr Rifkind 


He would not comment on speculation of retaliation, 
saying only: “It ts certamly important that one should 
not suggest anything unless one intends to follow it 
through if it becomes necessary 


“We must all be very careful in the Council of Ministers 
and in the UK. We must make sure the language we use 
is Very carefully chosen, after careful consideration and 
m a sober frame of mind 
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He sand there was a growing realisation among EU 
governments ‘that any ban not based on health grounds 
cannot be leguimaicly sustained”. 


And M: Rifkind added. “If there is a problem of 
confidence, the attitude of governments will influence 
their own domestic population. If governments say they 
are satisfied there 1s no threat from Britush beef, thal 
tself will contribute to the restorahon of corhdence 
which we all wish to see. 


Mr Riflund got some backing tonight from Commussion 
President Jacgues Santer who acknowledged that a full 
ban is not justified on health grounds. He told the 
foreign ministers that the issue was a matter of Consumer 
confidence and not public health - but pomted out that 
the Commission had already recommended an casing 
of the ban in the face of opposition from scientific and 
vetennary cxuperts 


Italy's foreign munister Suzanna Agneilh, whe chaired 
today’s talks, told her colleagues: “We must all go home 
and do our best 


Mr Ritkind said: “I hope thei best is good enough 
UK: Sinn Fein Chairman Sees No Chance of IRA 
Cease-Fire 

MS2204141196 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 

in English 19 Apr 96 ps 


[Report by Mark Simpson: “Sinn Fein Rule Out Cease- 
fire Before Talks’ | 


([FPBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fein has insisted there is 
no chance of a new IRA ceasefire before the June round- 
table talks unless the British and Irish governments 
change tack 


Party chairman Mitchel McLaughlin made the comment 
in response to the Prime Minister's demands for the IRA 
to call off their violence 


Mr McLaughlin said: “I think on the approach that has 
heen developed by both governments, | think there 1s 
absolutely no chance — that is my view 


I think we have to produce very convincing arguments 
and were going to have to produce them together 
and it 1s goung to have to be produced by parties and 
governments while talking to cach other 


1 think in those circumstances, we have the prospects 
of gomg back to the IRA with arguments which are 
credibic, 


(in Wednesday evening the IRA set off ther fifth bomb 
in London since February 
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Deputy inish prime ministcr Dick Spring echoed John 
Major mm calling for a restoration of the truce 


He insisted the conditions now cxuisied for “an unequiv- 
ocal restoranon” of the ceasefire 


He said the move had heen made possidic Dy this week's 
publication by the Brush and Insh governments of the 
ground rules for the all-party talks on the future of 
Northern Irciand 


UK: Mayhew Asks Unionists To Support Ulster 
Election Bill 

MS2 306091396 London THE TIMES in English 
23 Apr py 


[Report hy James Landalc 
Umonmst Support’ | 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Sir Patnck Mayhew urged 
Unionst MPs yesterday not to hold up legislation aimed 
at paving the way to all-party talks 


The Northern Ireland Secretary's pica came as the Com- 
mons hegan a two-day debate on more than 100 amend- 
ments to the Northern Ircland (Entry to Negotiations) 
Bill. ht provides for clections on May W) to a 110- 
member forum trom which delegates wiil he chosen for 
the all-party peace talks, duc to start on June 10 


The Unionists, who back the principle of the Bill but 
have criticised the proposed voting system, have tabicd a 
senes of amendments for consideration during the line- 
by-line Commuttee stage. However, ministers expect the 
Bill to pass the Commons today and leave the Lords on 
Thursday 


Sor Patrick sand that the Bill could provide a process of 
negotiations that would lead ultimately to a comprehen- 
sive settlement based on consent’. But Wilham Ross, 
Ulster Unionist MP for Londonderry East, told him that 
he had produced legislation that was so woolly i can 
mean all things to all men 


Mayhew Appeals For 


UK: Nationalists ‘Suspicious’ of Adams Call For 
Poll Boycott 

MS2204140596 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
20 Apr OH ps 


|Report by Gerry Monaty 
on SDLP For Boycott | 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Beifast — Mr Gerry Adams 
has renewed his pressure on the SDLP [Social Demo- 
cratic Labour Party] to side with Sinn Fer in boycotting 
the May “hth clection, provoking SDLP suspicion that 
he in engaging in gamesmanship 


Adams Keeps Up Pressure 
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The Brush goverament would = vc to find new avenucs 
to allow navonalists into all-patty talks should Sinn Fein 
and the SDLP boycott the clection and the forum. the 
Sinn Fein president said in Dublin yesterday 


Mr Adams added that the clection has no real Comtuc- 
tive role to play” in helping facilitate a peace scttiement 
He said that nationalists and repubixcans have noted 
with interest” the SDLP’s opposition to the proposal for 
a umonm forum. 


One senor SDLP source, however, was cynical om hes 
response to Mr Adams's urgings. He suggested that 
this could be the first round of Sinn Fem clection 
mancuverings to try and gain advantage over the SDLP 


Meanwhile, the Northern Ircland Othce has conceded 
a made an crror in excluding the Communist Paty 
of Ireland (CPI) from the list of parties contesting the 
clection 


But there is still no place for the INLA’s [Irish National 
Liberation Army] political wing. the Inseh Repulin an 
Socialist Party (IRSP) 


Mr Adams said that there was a widespread apprchen 
son among nationalists that the propose” cicctioms and 
forum “are a deliberate contrivance hy the Britesh as part 
of a umonimst agenda, to distract from the urgent need 
for a commencement of a proper process of mclusive 
negotiations 


Mr Adams said: “The truth is that if there ts merit in 
reyecting the Stormont forum, and there 1s and if the 
clective process will not alter party mandates but will 
fulfil umsonist objectives, as Mr Passicy and Mr Trimble 
and others seck to turn back the clock to 1912. then 
surely the SDLP and Sinn Fein should semply ignore 
the election and the forum altogether 


In that event, without nationalist participation im crther 
the forum of the clective process, both governments, but 
particularly the British goverament which has erected 
these obstacles to progress, would have to create a new 
ang More constructive avenue into all-party teks 


The SDLP leader, Mr John Hume, who ts atiending a 
conference in Nice, was unavailable for comment while 
the deputy leader, Mr Scamus Mallon, 1s in hospital in 
London 


A seni party source, however was cynical of the mo- 
tives chind Mr Adams's statement. We have regu- 
lar mectings with Sinn Fein, and John Hume meets Mr 
Adams from time to time, so I can't help but he susp 
crous that this ts a Pit of carly Sinn Ferm clectioncering 
he said 
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“1 suspect that Sinn Fei is trying to create the condi- 
uons where pecpic might blame the SDLP rather than 
Sinn Fein, if both parties decide to contest, what +s for 
us a very unpopula clection, the SDLP source addod 


The SDLP will decide whether to contest the clection 
when u knows the final shape of the clecthon legislation 
next week, he added. 


Meanwhile, the NIO [Northern Ireland Office} has apol- 
ogised for excluding the Communist Party of Ircland 
from the list of parues and candidates cligidic to con- 
test the clecuon. An amendment will be allowest ensur- 
ing the CPI's entry into the clection, an NIO spokesman 
sad 


The IRSP, which did not reply to the mmal cleciion 
consultation document, ts still out in the cold however, 
and is not among tb- list of Contestants 


Mr Kevin McQuillan, an IRSP spokesman, yesterday 
descrited Mr Adams's call for nationalists to ignore the 
clection as ‘realistic Commonscnse 


h was also learned yesterday that the Conservative 
Party's central office has lifted its recommendation that 
Northern ircland Tones not compete in the clecion. The 
party hopes to pul up over 20 candidates in several of 
the 18 constituencies. 


UK: ‘New’ Labour's Policies Axsewed 
MS$2204122296 London INDEPENDENT om Enelish 
22 Apr % pij 


[Report by Andrew Marr “Tony Blaw’s Victornan 
Values”, first in week-long senes cxamining Labour's 


new strategies) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The effect of new Labour on 
old Britain is most odd, like a gold-cigging starict 
latching on to a decrepit, suspicious old genticman. 
The country is flattered by the young thing's attention, 
impressed despite itself, Bit under the flush of pleasure. 
there remains a leathery cy wcism about what is coming 
next. We suspect it will end in tears and maybe betrayal 
We think i will cost us. Yet the flimation is fun and 


glamorous and a change frm our weary marriage to 
the Tories — so what the ‘cll’ 


Just using the word glamorous about Labour, without 
it sceming ridiculous, 1s a measure of how far Tony 
Biair has brought the party. To a degree which is 
hoth mmpressive and dangerous, new Labour is Tony 
Biair. He is not only the party leader bwA its spurit, its 
momentum. its pubic identity His internal reshaping of 
Labour has smashed through the organisational harners 
hetween the leader and the led Looking ndiculousty 





FBIS-WEL -96-079 
23 April 1996 


young, he gleams with self-confidence so Dnghtly that 
everyone wound him fades 


And if speeches brought enhghtcament, Tony Blar 
would also be the hest-understood politician of mod- 
era umes. Explanation gushes from his office in an un- 
stoppable flow. There are the speeches: Blaw on New 
York, Blar in Tokyo, Blaw im Singapore, Blair in the 
Savoy Hotel, and in Glasgow, and in Derby. Tnere ae 
the interviews: Blair on Frost, Blaw on ITN (Indepen- 
dem Television News}, Blaw in THE SUN. Blair in 
THE TELEGRAPH... More remarkable still, almost ev- 
cry outing makes headlines. We get Blair on the maddic 
classes; Blair on rehgion; Blaw on morality, Blaw on 
globalisation; Blair on Thatcher. 


And yet, despite all this prose, the essence of Bar's 
new Labour remains hard to grasp. What, (mally, i the 
party for? What would ut really do’ Everywhere we turn, 
it stands before us, hand outstretched, a bightly smiling 
Ctagims We see him here, we read him there — but he's 
sull that damn’d clusive Mr Blair 


The reason for his clusiveness is that new Labour is 
sending out different signals. Sometimes i seems thal 
Blair is simply a conservative, that the Tones may 
be doing disastrously in the polls, but that Tory ideas 
are now utterly trumphant. Blair, after all, is a pubix 
school product, with traditionalist views on morality, 
education and the family. His political language adds to 
the impression. He uses old Tory slogans such as One 
Nation. Rece’ .y he said: “1 am a politician who works 
by instinct. | heleve in enlightened self-interest 


On policy, too, he speaks in a way that would quite 
recently have been regarded as Conservative. Let's 
rehearse some of the most important. Macro-cconomucs ’ 
Speaking recently in New York, Blaw was wholly 
orthodox, arguing that errors such as borrowing too 
much of allowing inflation to recur “will be punished 
rapidly and without mercy”. Indeed, in some ways. the 
Tones are now marginally less orthodox on monctary 
policy than Labour, being hostile to giving the Bank 
of England entrenched independence and much more 
hostile to British membership of a single European 
currency, with all the ngid discipline that would involve 


What about the great issue of glohalisation, a prime 
scurce of the economuc and sacial insecurity which Blair 
complains of? No, he is “passionately pro-free trade and 
anti-protectionist’. In America, as in Prance and many 
other countries, there is now a strong protectionist hack- 
lash. composed of trade umonists, environmentalists, 
supporters of lacal development and some tsolationists 
and nationalists. It is one of the oddities of British pol- 
ities that i 1s Not represented here at all New Labour 
is a leading part of the dominant free trade consensus 
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On Europe, Boush reianons with the US. sucka 
weaponry and cyplomacy gencrally. Blar sounds fa 
more like a wadmonal centist Tory of the Douglas 
Hurd type than like Labour im the Eighues. Crime 
and family values’ There, of course, his instincts are 
celebratedly tradmonal. Tax, too: unlike carer Labour 
leaders and some current fronthenchers, such as Clare 
Shon, he doesn’t make the case for taxation as a 
force for civilisation: he apologises for i, and promises 
restraint. One could go on: if isn't surprising thal s ne 
people. from the Tory right to the Labour icft Lave 
simply concluded that if Blaw so often speaks like a 
conservative, looks like a conservative and argues like 
a conservative, then Dist 1s what he 1s. 


Others, though, bear a different tune. Here is 4 man who 
has commutted himself to the most dramatic programme 
of poluscal reform undertaken by any mainstrcam party 
leader. He calls homscif a radscal. His party's promises 
on lifung the tax burden on lower- income workers 
imply, though they don't yet say so, higher taxes for 
wealthier employees. He 1s committed to a minimum 
wage and to social protection of a kind that the 
Conservatives are hostile to. He promises investment, 
notably in lower class sizes and an expansion both of 
nursery and of higher education, this must be funded 
somehow 


His Shadow Cabinet contains many more traditionalist 
Labour figures. and on the Labour backbenches there re- 
main examples of — drop your vowce — actual, real-life 
soctalists. Abroad, though conservative in some ways, 
Blair's new Labour is much closer to the mainstream 
of European imtegratvomst poliucs than real Conserva- 
tives. So others sce Blaw not as a conservative, but as 
the frontman for a subversive new leftism the leader of 
4 party that in power would put up taxes, re-regulate 
and go further in dismantling the old British constitu- 
ton than any radwal party has before. 


it isn't surprising that voters are confused. Part of the 
problem, though, us that we are sull asking the wrong 
questions. We are still influenced by the great strug- 
gle between socialism and capitalism which endured 
through most of this century. It made politics — at least 
in theory — a fight between competing absolutisms, a 
confrontation of almost religious fervour. Politics went 
beyond competing vested interests, 1 was about ut- 
ter mght and complete wrong. a system of bebef that 
stretched from individual hehaviour to global destiny. 
In such a struggic. someone who scems conservative in 
some ways ood radical in others will inevitably be re- 
garded with hemusement and suspicion — if he isn't 
one thing. he must he the other 


UNITED KINGDOM 





ns 


Bul today we are in a new world in which the difference 
between parucs may be much css, bu! will sul! maticr 
Poliucal choices didn't disappear with the old Soviet 
Union. Blaw has pul it this way: “The cra of ac all- 
encompassing ideologies im battle to the death — a 
feature of at least the fira part of the 20th century 
— has ended. it is a Common non sequitur to believe 
that this diminishes poliucal chowe and renders all 
political alternatives the same. lt docsn't. There will 
sull be significant differences between political pares 
in values and pnonues... Bul the pot of specific policy 
prescnptons will be more often held im common 
They may be used for different purposes and drawn 
by different motives, but the mght and icft hand will 
someumes he dipping into the same pot 


Blaw concluded that part of the disafiecuon from 
modern politics came from a failure to understand that 
the 20th-<century ciash of ideologies may have been 
the histonc caception, not the rule) Nincteenth<entury 
pohucians, cunnously, would understand our developing 
poliucal world more clearly. 


About thal, at any ratc, he is surcly nght. A com- 
parison with 19th-century politics is a useful perspec: 
tive on new Labour. From Chartiem to Gladstone's last 
admini_iation, Victorian reformers had seen the old 
British constitution as one of thew prime targets for 
change — just like new Labour. On cconomucs, they 
also tended to sound fairly orthodox pre-Keynesians 
and post-Keynesians sing the same song. Like Blair's. 
the Victorian radicalism of Bright of even Gladstone 
was a high-minded affair, moralistic and evangelical 
about education and scif-improvement. If, as it some- 
umes seems, new Labour has reduced almost al! cco- 
nomic policy to education policy, this is an outcome that 
would have been readily understood by the Liberals of 
high Victorian Britain. 


They were even conducting their politics against a 
backdrop of freer trade and global transfers of capital 
and labour, worried about the cfficency of Germany 
and America, struggling with the social implications of 
new technologies, but rejecting protectionist answers 
They would have recognised what Blair called in New 
York “a new age of anxiety, of insecurity, that 1s social 
and economic’. Tie tig difference. of course, was 
that Britain under Victoria was the world’s dominant 
imperial power, infinitely stronger than she 1s under the 
second Elizabeth. That is a huge gap. bul a politics 
that isn't based on huge ideological conflict, but on 
aguments about national modernisation, inks the two 


periods 


That sort of perspective 1s needed to even hegin making 
sense of new Labour. Bul tf is only a wart ht doesn't 
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answer the biggest quesuon of al! about Blaw which 
is whether a poliucian Commutted to all the great 
forces of modern umes, including Iiteralusason and 
giobalisauon, can find local Brotush answers for the age 
of anuety. Can a better education and traning system. 
funded withoul sew borrowing and much _agher taxcs, 
bring two mullhon people back into work’ Is Labour's 
new radicalism on political reform strong cnough to 
empower local authormes and Communities, reviving 
some of the provincial enterprise that made Victorian 
Britain’? Will a really help the poor, of turn is back 
on them’ Is tus now a discuplined party capatic of 


These are the important. down-to-cath questions. Bul 
they can only be answered by capernencing Labour in 
power. If Blaw’s flirtation with Ertan is consummated, 
perhaps this year, perhaps ocxt, then our confusion 
about acw Labour may quickly evaporate. We won't 
need to ask whether he 1s really a Conservative or really 
a radical; by bus works will we know him. 


UK: Labour Party Law-and-Order Policies Viewed 
MS2304092796 London INDEPENDENT in English 
23 Apr 9 pis 


[Polly Toyntee report. “How Liberal is New Labour’; 
second in senes analyzing Labour Party policies) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Now you see it, now you don't. 
New Labour flashes a bright com before our cyes, only 
to flick 1 away as soon as we reach out to grasp it. Key 
words, ideas, sentiments and symbols are In up before 
us, full of sagnificance, moral catchphrases pregnant 
with diaphanous meaning — single parents, squeegee 
merchants, crime, bad neighbours, community and scif- 
rehance. But as soon as we challenge them and ask what 
they mean, what policy, what practical applications’ 
Then the words vanish again like a murage. 


They have served their purpose. pust by being spoken 
The party has planted an idea, staked out a territory 
and told the world that new Labour is moral, sensibic, 
not chained to the politically correct and fa semoved 
from the bad old days of the GLC's [Greater London 
Council] myriad minority committees. But has Labour's 
traditonal role as standard-hearer for lhera) progressive 
values departed, too’ Or is tt merely hiding behind the 
conjuror’s fingers’ 

Like playing on a xylophone of our seasitilives, Labour 
has trilhantly struck raw Tory voung nerves, heating out 
anew tune that is often distinctly mgit-wing in mre 
Christian Democrat, churchy. decent, disciplinanian and 
orderly (Swaw “The first duty of any government 
should be the guarantee of a quiet life) 
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Gone 1s the praise for pluralism, freedom and diversity. 
thal insunctive ‘sberal siding aith the under-dog. S ame- 
tuumes the under<Jog or “aggressive begga” cvea pects 
an extra kackang from Labour. Do they mean all this, or 
1s ot pust the cleverly seductive music of vote-getting” 


We do not know. No polcy is set, 80 promises 
made and different players play different tunes to suit 
ther audiences. We can only guess af what the final 


symphony will he 


ht would be guste wrong to imagine, though, thal 
Labour was cver a happily liberal party. Harold Wilson 


led a canny coalwon of Hampsicad and Huyton, the 
chattenng classes coming to af accommodation with 
the cloth caps, encompassing both Roy Jenkins the 
radical retormer, and Jim Callaghan the policeman’s 
frend. There was a tacit trade-off: the illsberal “hang 
‘em, flog ‘em cloth caps agreed to let the chatierers 
abolish capital punishment and anti- homos: cual laws in 
exchange for the closed shop and collecuve bargain: 


All that fell apart in chaos when Michael Foot could 
restrain newther a trade umoniwm that had become 
rampant and iresponsitice n@ a lsheral left that had 
heen overrun by the nght-on lunacses of the likes of 
Ken Livingstone. 


Now Tony Blawr emerges as the gleaming phoenix, 
not rebuilding the old party bul creating a new onc 
Yet in Hampstead they fear that liberal iicrests have 
heen abandoned in a new marriage of convemence 
that cachudes them altogether — the self-interest and 
crude populism of Essex wedded to the morality of the 
Christian Church. Neither of these is to their taste 


It has fallen to Paddy Ashdown to fire a warning shot in 
a thoughtful but impassioned speech last month, staking 
out a clear Literal Democrat claim to those old lheral 
values left hehind by new Labour. While making clear 
his broad approval for most of what new Labour stands 
for — after all, he hopes to do business with them he has 
found some clear pink water that gives voung Liberal a 
genuinely differemt flavour. He plants the thought that 
the best possible outcome of the next clecton would be 
new Labour in coalition with Lib Dems, vote-catching 
Christianity tempered by decent caring old unclectabic 
liheralism 


Ashdown ports with alarm to Labour's infatuation with 
Amencan communitarianism and the work of Amita 
Etziom, the high priest of new left moraliem. He fears 
this tyranny of the majority crushes any dissenting 
vonce, rulong hy collective shame through the law of the 
lace curtan Lib Dems distrust Labour's commiument 
to constituthonal reform: for them. i ts the only true 
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liberal vests are the party's attitudes to ethan munorives 
and immigration law, and penal reform. | understand 
why clectoral pressures make the party cautious on both 
but it 1s absolutely casential they take a strong stand 


These tests will fall upon the Home Secretary, so it is 
Jack Swaw who draws the fire and fury from Labour's 
old literals as be beats the law and order drum to please 
the Eusex crowds. He, though. is as quick with the 
disappearing ccin as any of them. Hardly had | opened 
my mouth to ask to see the party's liberal credentials 
than he hastened to ladle out prarse for Roy Jenkins 


as the greatest reforming Home Secretary of all ume 
— On private 


well aware of how | am perceived. Jack Swaw 
with a rucful smule. A list follows: he voted to 
the homosexual age of consent to 16, he was 
brought up very well by a single mum. and sees no 
problem with one-parent famules per se ( although | 
know that's not Tony's view”) 

He would repeal “most of the Asylum Bill and make 
immigravon law furer. Would everyone born here be 
given back the night to citizenship’ We haven't finally 
decided On penal reform, as the prison population has 
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rocketed under Howard, can he sey whether ut will come 
down again under his policies’ No, he can’! say for sure 


His critacs say be follows Michacl Howard hike a truc 
shadow, so gimme of dayhght between them. He 
replies that if Michacl Howard devotes h.asclf singic- 
mundedly to digging large clephant traps for Labour — 
the Asylum Bull is a prime cxampic — he 1s not poung 
to he stupid enough to oblige them by yumping in 


Times have changed since Jenkins’ day. Looking back 
a both Labour and Tory old manifestos, crme barely 
featured although i tops voters’ concerns. Many col- 
leagues who are deeply lheral Dy imsunct have had 
the sosenng capencace of confronting desperate Labour 
voters on estates plagued by marauding gangs of youths. 
unchecked by police or courts. What is “Wheral” about 
lettiag Communities of decent poor peaple suffer at thew 
hands’ 


In the end, though. we ae left looking into his cyes, 
listeneng to the spaces between his words and gucsung 
what kind of Home Secretary be will be. In the end, 
despite the necessary law-and- order safre-rattling. 
1s probable that be will make a respectadly liberal fist 
of «. After Howard, he will blow like a cool wind 
of reason through the feud aw of the Home UOflice 
corndors. He may not mean what some of he words 
seck to suggest, but he is a Wilsoman figure, dehcaicly 
balancing reasonable freedom with reasonae comer 
about crime. 


Now does Tony Blair really mean what he says’ Little 
of what he has said can be pinned on him. In one useful 
sound bite he is “the party of the family”. but wit: the 
next breath he explains this means practical help for 
working mothers — so the magic com “family values” 
is Cleverly displayed in a public place 


The Hattersicy tendency says Blaw means what be says 


One says: “He is all of a piece and not pretending 
He does quite like the idea of bad young men being 
marched about in camps. He has 4 passion about 
single parents and a genuine ansicty for the welfare of 
thew disadvantaged children. Workfare appeals to him 
because it 1s for the real moral good of the unemployed 
He would play the Good Samaritm, but would feel 
obliged to ask penetrating questions about whether the 
vicum had contributed in some way to his plight” 


There is late cymciem in Tony Blair, it comes from the 
heart and that 1s what scares old lherals. They would 
tather beleve this was all a clever electoral thick cace 
mm power he will cast off his cloak and with one hound 
we shall all he free. But that Victorian moraliem is doep- 
dyed ht demands a Palance between nights and respons. 
hilives, Netween individualism and Community, hetwoen 
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tarmly and sexual lsherty. discoplone and freedom. In tus 
he talks not only to the clectors. but to Gad. 


UK: Analyst Jory, Labour Election Hopes 
MS2204123896 London INDEPENDENT om English 
22 Apr % ply 


[Article by Gavyn Davies: “Lowrg the Next Election 
Should Tax Even Labour’) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) Some clements of the Labour 
Patty were showing sogns the weekcad of embarking on 
the one route that could yet icad to electoral defeat: the 
rowte marked “bugher taxes”. A pol! in the SUNDAY 
TIMES showed that a wgnificamt munorny of Labour 
hackhenchers. apparently forgetung the Diundingly ob- 
vious lessons of the last four general clections, would 
lke to levy a SOp top rat of tax a a Sartng income 
leve! of aound 40.0012 pounds. As an object lesson on 
how to pluck defeat out of the jaws of certam victory, 
thes Lakes some Dealing 


Nevertheless. a study I have heen doing of the psepho- 
logical state of the maton shows how hard a will be for 
the wareformed clements in the Labour Paty to hand 
vactory over to the Tones, however determined they 
may he. “sephology. i 1 truc, took 4 fasty knack in the 
1992 general clecvon, and has barely since recovered. 
But | would offer the following five “facts” to comader, 
ali of w’ ch suggest that the Tones face an even more 
Gificult ask than has heen commonly realised ‘{ they 
me to he re- elected 


1. The fimseheng line ts different for the two parues. Be- 
cause of the way that the minor parves will presumably 
choose 'o vote after the election, Labour needs fewer 
of 1% own MPs than the Tones to form a government. 
Specifically, esther side needs 326 votes in the Com- 


seats of ts Own to form a government — | 
the Conservatives 


2” 
than 
2 The electoral system 6 now skewed against the 
two 
heen 
by 


es 


Tones. In 1992. the gap im seats hetwoen 
main parties (65) was far smaller than would 
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Tones piled up acedicesly lage mMapetmcs mm many 
seats. This problem has been only patually redrosscd My 
the subsogucet Bounday Common changes. whach 
will re-allocate only about sit cura seats to the Tones 


(compated with the 20 geacrally cxupected Metorchand | 


if there we uniform swings w all sas are the 
Country scx ume (admuticdly a tg if). then oa" + 
requires a much smalicr share of the popula . oe 
reach sts fimsbung lone target than the Tores 


In fact, if Labour ohtuims %-37 per cent of the popula 
vote (compared with 34.4 per cent last ome), «wll 
probably be adic to form a menctity goverament Wah 
39 per cent of the vote, a could end up wrth an over all 
majonty. Mcanwinic the Conservatives need 40-4! per 
Cem to form a munority goveramem and 41-42 per com 
to win an Oulngh Majority 


3. Regional swings scem to he favourmg Labour The 
aruthmets just quoted assumes uniform national seings. 
but tus no longer happens im Britam. Nowadays. there 
1% great variation hetween regions and Netwcen dificrent 
types of seats withen regions The makes « harder to 
transiate national shares of the vote inte scats, but = 
fa as we can tell, the Tories may end up doug worse 
than they would with uniform swings The Gallup 4m) 
poll reveals that the smallest swings to Labour smce 
1992 are in is arcas of greatest strength — Scotland 
and Wales — while the greatest swings we mm atcas 
where the marginals are concenuated — the North west. 
the West Midlands and Londen. According to David 
Walton, of Goldman Sachs. these regional variations 
would add about 20 seats to the Labour total, compared 
with the operavon of uniform national swings 


4. Tactical voung is becoming more umportant. Con- 
ventional wisdom at Anne's Bar in Westmrneter » that 
tacucal voung 1s significant only im Phy-clactiom Not 
80. According to an excellent analyses hy John Curtce 
and Michael Steed im the Nuffield study of the 1492 
election, there has heen a creeping tendency for tactical 


voting to spread im key scats for af least two peneral 
elections. Last ume, thu patticulatly helped Lahow mm 


two-party marginals vereus the Conse vatives. since mm 
these seats there was a dieproportiomate squeeze on the 
Literal Democrat vote. The swing to Labour m wach 
marginals was 1-2 per cen! greater than i the rest of 
the country — which may fot sownd much, hut which 
probably delivered a handful of otherwne unwinnae 
seats to Labour 

Nobody can say whether tacthal votmg will he even 
more significant neat time Certainly, the change m 
constituency boundaries wil! make tactical voting more 
promiematx But with the national telatiomstep Netecen 
Latour and Literal Democrat parties mach e armer than 





reper may comtam copynghted matenal Copying and deeemunaty 


of Qe 




















FBIS-WEL-96-079 
23 April 1996 


before, and woth Labour tveathing down the accks of 
Tory mmcumhents im Many more scats. especially im the 
south of England. there we rcasoms to thunk thal a 
further msc mm tactical voung 1 more likely than not 
if a happens, the Conservatives will be om real trowhic 


$. The polls may be wrong, but they cannot be that 
wrong. Newher John Major nor Tony Blaw 1s choosng 
to heheve the present opimeon poll results — the first to 
avowd despair, the second to avo complacency. Both 
we wnchnod to beleve that much of the Labour icad 
is Wbusory, and that there may sull be some lying im 
responses to the pollsters. But how much of the Labour 
lead can these factors really account for’ The final 
opimon polls hefare the 1992 clecvon showed the likery 
result as a dead heat. the cu polls on the fay showed 
a foul pout Labour lead: and the actual result was an 
cgh-pam pom win for the Goverament. According 
to Peter Kelincr. three points of the caagit-point polling 
qrrot were duc tc a late swing and to differenual turnout. 
which may go cither way acul ime. A further two to 
three pownts were duc to sampling error (uncovering too 
few Tory voters im remote rural arcas, cic), a problem 
that should now have heen climinated This Icaves about 
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two to three puants for lying to the pollsters. Even of thes 
1s still happening. whech is unceriae os a drop m the 
bucket compated with the 4)-pont Labour cad shown 
Mm foceal opmon Polls 


As the graph shows, the oppowton icad » act oily 
much lager than 1 was 19 previous paliamens, bul n 
has persisted for much longer than ever Nefore. And onc 
final war game shows how difficult the Government's 
task now s. About » year fefore the 199) clochon, the 
polls showed Labour roughly cight pounts ahead, while 
on clechon day the Tones won by the same amowal 
Hence the sum of polling crror and the final year swing 
back to the Government was cguivaicnt to 16 pomts 


ht would anced twoce this swing hack to the Gowevament 
a the acut 12 months for John Major to win agan 


The artthmetic, therefore, looks daunting for the Tones 
But the tat-raming munorty of Labour backbenchers 
may sull be suffkoently oftuse to engineer a shock 
deteat for thew party. With cnemues like these, Mr Major 
must he thinking. who aceds frends’ 
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Germany: Waigel, Tietmeyer Defend Budget, 
Monetary Policies 

AU2204141996 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
m German 22 Apr 9 pi7 


[Report by “DeT™: “Interest Cut as Political Maneuver” | 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Washington — It bas been 
years since the FRG Government and the Bundesbank 
have been exposed to such harsh criticism at confer- 
ences of the seven most important industrial countries 
(G-7). Before the spring conference of the IMF and the 
World Bank, both have increasingly come under fire. 
First, the semi-annual world economic report of the IMF 
severely criticized Bonn’s fiscal and structural policy. 
However, Bundesbank President Hans Tietmeyer is also 
taken to task by the partner countries and asked in how 
far the latest interest Cut was in reality only a political 
maneuver. 


Afier his arrival in Washington, FRG Finance Minister 
Wage! stressed that in its economic report, the IMF had 
not yet taken the latest budget consolidation measures 
into account. Despite pessimistic assessments Sy the 
fund, the government will do everything to ensure 
the fulfillment of the Maastricht convergence criteria 
by 1997. The exchange rates in particular are also 
responsible for the divergent economic development 
in Europe. The strong German mark has “decisively 
contributed to the decline in economic activity because 
of its effects on the export trade.” How-ver, the IMF 
criticism of the German structural policy and the related 
mecrease in the structural deficit, which increased from 
1.25 to 2 percent in 1995 compared to the year before, 
was ignored. Waigei and Tietmeyer also defended the 
German monetary policy course. The discount rate has 
even reached a historical low. Against this background, 
partner countries should refrain from criticism. Further 
exchange rate corrections can also be expected. In 
Japan, this trend, accompamed by measures stimulating 
the economy and low interest rates, has already borne 
fruit, it was stated. 


In particular, Waigel and Tictmeyer seem to have 
deliberately turned a deaf ear ‘> the U.S. criticism. 
Over the weekend [20-21 April), it was heard from 
circles of the U.S. Department of the Treasury that 
the latest relaxation step by the Cvntral Bank Council 
was probainy politically motivated, because otherwise 
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The German delegation concentrated on f 4F objections 
rcparding the U.S. budget policy and the too low US. 
savings gua. [pass age omitted] 


a Herzog Suggests ‘Preparedness’ To Take 


AU2204150896 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 22 Apr 9% pil 


[Report by “vst": “Herzog: More Courage for Future’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text] Hannover — FRG President 
Roman Herzog called for greater preparedness to take 
risks in the economy, 17 politics, and the society. With a 
view to the United States, this year’s “partner country” 
of the fair, Herzog said thal one can learn “courage 
for the future” from ut. In Germany too many people 
understand the future as an apocalypse rather than a 
chance. 


As Herzog said, Germany's economy ts internationally 
the third-largest, 1 1s the second-higpest exporter and the 
leader in the field of capital and environmental goods. 
However, he who wants to keep his leading position 
must impose a permanent fitness program on himsel! 


In the United States, the share of the social expenditure 
of weil over 16 percent in the GNP is less than half 
of the German quota. The volume of social security in 
Germany reaches the limits of financing. By the way, 
one can absolutely query its legitimacy, he said. 


In view of the fact that almost one-third of the state 
subsidies for the economy are maintenance subsidies,” 
“we urgently need a change, Herzog said. He wished 
the “alliances for jobs” every success. 


A profound process of charge had begun in Germany 
long ago, Employers’ President Kiaus Murmann said. 
This includes the reorganization of the enterprises and 
the flexibility of the working hours. In the past few 
months, more things also changed in the trade unions 
than many people have considered possible so far, he 
said. 


Germaay: Deputies Call For Bundeswehr Reduction 
AU2004162496 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
20 Apr %6 p2 


[Report by “rmc”: “Deputies Want To Trim Down the 
Bundeswehr | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
is becoming increasingly bogged down by Bonn’s aus- 
terity plans. Although he announced carly in the week 
that the Defense Ministry is prepared to pay the en- 
tire 700-million mark [DM] cost of the Bundeswehr's 
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Balkan mission out its own budget, Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel may still demand further cuts. Some Bun- 
destag deputies’ circles said yesterday that Wage! wants 
to cul 1996 budget spending by DM7 billion as a result 
of diminished tax revenues, and that the 1997 spending 
cut might even be DM25 billion. The Defense Ministry 
budget itself should be cur by between DMIX billion 
and DM2 billion. in accordance with the finance min- 
ister's wishes, it was said in the Bundestag. However. 
deputies consider such a large cut in the Defense Min- 
isty Oudget unrealistic. Nevertheless, a “compromise” 
of about DM! billion is considred possible. 


Although Minister Ruche does not seem prepared to 
make personnel cuts in the Bundeswehr in order to 
achieve savings amounting to DM! billion, most Bun- 
destag circles nevertheless advocate such cuts. This 
could case a confrontauon between the defense minister 
and the Bundestag Budget Commitice. Some deputies 


are of the opinion that in wew of the negative economic 


GERMANY t 


situation, ministerial funds carmarked for investments 
should not be curtailed. Therefore, they say, funds for 
road construction and the construction of vessels and 
fighter bombers should not be touched. In such a case, 
the proportion of funds for investment purposes out of 
the total Defense Ministry budget would not be affected. 
On the other hand, deputies want to make cuts in the 
draft. Ten thousand draftees cost about DM 400 million. 
Every year, 165,000 young men are drafied for com- 
pulsory mulitary service lasung 10 months. Bundeswehr 
Inspector General Hartmut Bagger said yesterday that 
Ruche had decided to keep the Bundeswehr at a strength 
of 340,000 men despite the financial constraints. In an 
interview for DER SPIEGEL at the beginning of the 
week, Minister Ruche even claimed he had the support 
of all the Bundestag groups. “These groups,” he said, 
“want to avon anything that would plunge the Bun- 
deswehr into a crisis like the one that occurred during 
the cuthacks three years ago 
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France: De Charette Says ‘No Rivalry’ With U.S. 
oa Mideast 

BR2304105496 (Internet) French Munsiry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 22 Apr 96 


{Interview With Foreign Minister Herve de Charette by 
L’ORIENT LE JOUR in Beirut on 22 April 1996) 


(FBIS Translated Text] [De Charette} | would first like 
to say that all my current approaches are made at the 
request of the President of the Republic Jacques Chirac, 
who 1s following in an extremely attentive manner, day 
by day, hour by hour, what is happening here. We speak 
to cach other by telephone several umes a day. and he 
is personally committed to the search for a resolution of 
the crisis. We admure the efforts made by Lebanon for its 
reconstruction. We are saddened by what is happening al 
the present time, and we thus want to support Lebanon, 
to be at its side during this crisis, and to enable it to be 
able to move forward on the path of physical, material, 
political, and moral reconstruction. This is the meaning 
of the French action. 


Journalist} On this eighth day of your mission, one has 
the impression that it is going in circles. What obstacles 
is it encountering” 

[De Charette) First of all, there have been major 
changes. Eight days ago, there was only talk of war 
and no one was speaking of the search for a soluuon. 
The Israclis at that time seemed firmly resolved to 
continue thew military operations, which they thought 
were justified. | think that the presence of Prance has had 
two positive effects. First, everyone is now convinced 
that a solution musi be sought — and I would say that 
the largest countnes have commutted themselves to this. 
I thus note with pleasure the presence here of Warren 
Christopher. This is an important contribution to the 
search for peace in the region. Second, all the leaders of 
the region have acknowledged the urgency of progress 
in this direction. It can therefore not be sad that nothing 
has happened. When | arrived in the Middle East there 
was a dynamic of war, today, the only concern is how 
to end the situation, without anyone having the feeling 
of losing face. There has been a complete evolution. 


Journalist} Could Franco-American rivalry delay the 
solution? 

[De Charette} No. There is no rivairy. All the statements 
I have made have been friendly toward the Americans. 


Journalist] This is evidently not reciprocal... 
[De Charette} | read their official statements and I have 
noticed nothing such. | met yesterday (Saturday [20 


April|} with Warren Christopher at length and I have 
talked to him several times on the phone during this 


FRIS-WEU-96-079 
23 April 1996 


penod. | continue to believe that the United States has 
a great role to play duc to its influence and its decisive 
contnbution to the peace process. 


{Journalist} Does the United States think that France has 
a role to play in the region’ 


[De Charette] I do think so. And I am not the only one 
who does; if not, | would have left already. Frankly, if 
I had the feeling thal we ae not necessary and thal 2 
soluuion could be found without us — as | have had but 
one desire: To help Lebanon and enabic it to emerge 
from the crisis — then | would have left for France. 
where many issucs await me. | have stayed because 
many leaders have asked me to contunuc. Today again, 
I met at length with President al-Hiraw: and the other 
Lebanese leaders and they strongly encouraged me to 
continue My mission. 


[Journalist] Is there no risk that you announce tomorrow, 
for example, that you are giving up your mission? 


[De Charette] That is out of the question. We will 
continue because we are asked to do so and because 
I believe that we can be useful in achieving a positive 
outcome for everyone. | repeat. one Cannot arrive al a 
solution if one does not have in mind that a solution 
acceptable to all sides must be found. No one can think 
that he holds all the cards and that he can domunate the 


region. 


{Journalist} What did you say to the Iranian foreign 
minister”? 


[De Charette} 1 met with him because | believe that Iran 
exerts an influence over the course of events in Lebanon. 
It was thus my duc, to speak with Mr. Velayati. | asked 
him to provide his contribution to a conclusion of the 
acgotiauons. You know that we Europeans have with 
iran what we call a “critical dialogue.” In contrast to the 
United States, we have not wanted to break al! relations 
with Iran. But at the same time, we have never ceased 
Stating what we have had to say. I asked Mr. Velayau 
that Iran exert all its weight toward putting an end to 
the conflict and a rapid cease-fire. 


Journalist} Did he agree” 


[De Charette] Ik seemed to me that he found this 
approach to be justified. 


Journalist} On this eighth day of your mission, how 
would you describe the Israch operation? Is this a fight 
between Iran and Isracl by means of an interposed 
Hizballah or an elecuon campaign for Mr. Peres’ 


[De Charette} I cannot engage in geostrategic specula- 
tions. | look at the facts. If 1 want to be in a position to 
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have an influence over the course of events in the com- 
ing days, | must try to not make statements of judgment 
or condemnation, which would make my mission umpos- 
sibic. In fact, | am trying to achieve a solution which 
would be acceptable to everyone. | do have a preju- 
dice, which everyone knows, and that is that France 
is Lebanon's friend. It intends to support this country 
im its very brave and very difficult efforts. Evea so, |! 
am careful to listen to all sides and to try to bring the 
viewpoints together. We will have a cease-fire and a 
satisfactory arrangement when everyone feels that his 
legitimate interests and the justice he claims for himself 
have been preserved. 


[Journalist] We are therefore not al an impasse? 


France: De Charette on Efforts Toward Mideast 
Cease-Fire 


BR2304105396 (Internet) French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 22 Apr 96 


evening by telephone from Damascus. He went on to 
explain: “I have just come from a three-party meeting 
which was held in an excellent atmosphere, friendly and 
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but France is fully prepared to change. correct, or um- 
prove its proposals, which have but one objective: To 
enable the fighting to cease throughout Lebanon and the 
families driven from their houses by the crisis to return 
home. France is fully committed; nothing wil! stop 1. 


{Journalist} Is your objective on its way to being 
achieved? 


[De Charette) Things are proceeding very quickly, from 
one hour to the next. Yes, a cease-fire is possible in 
the next few days. because today there 1s a new factor, 
which is that it is wanted by both sides 


{Journalist} Even the Hizhallah’ 
[De Charette] Yes. 


{Journalist} But what is the meaning of the cncourage- 
ment of the fighting by Ayatollah Khamenc’s’ 


[De Charette] I have discussed this with my Iranian 
counterpart Velayati and told him clearly that this was 
not a time to excite extremists, but rather to encourage 
a return to calm. He believes so too. There have always 
been differences of interpretation in Tehran between 
the religious leaders and those in the government. We 
expect the Iranian Government to make a decisive 
contribution to the cease-fire. | have a genuine hope 
that this is the way it will be, but only the facts will say 
whether it is or not. 

(Journalist) On what basis do you envisage a lasting 
cease-fire? 


[De Charette) Beyond the temporary cease-fire which 
we hope to see soon, the issue is the renewal of 
the “1993 Agreement,” but this time with written 
commitments by both sides, the contents of which are 
under discussion. The situation is not yet clear on 
this point. France proposes the creation of a security 
committee which would avoid an incident provoking an 
escalation of the violence. This is an acceptable hasis 
for the Syrians. 

(Journalist) Has your mission been genuinely useful’ 


[De Charette] Yes, very useful. | began surrounded by a 


puzzled skepucism when, al the request of the president, 
| went to defend France's influence in the Middle East. 


{Journalist} And what is the role of Prance now’ 


[De Charette) Clearly, there is a genuine expectation 


regarding our country and a genuine relief at sccing us 
return in an active manner. 


(Journalist) On the part of Israci as well’ 


[De Charette) Even if it happens that our positions 
diverge. Prance is very attentive to the legitimate 
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demands of the Isracli people for their security. This 
demand must be reconciled with the equally legitimate 
aspiration of the Lebanese people to live in peace in 
their borders. 


France: Chirac, Uzbek President Call For Closer 
Ties 


LD2204140296 Moscow ITAR-TASS World Service 
in Russian 1242 GMT 22 Apr % 


[By ITAR-TASS correspondent Andrey Y arushin} 


[FBIS Translated Text} Paris, 22 Apr (ITAR-TASS) — 
Al a meeting in the Elysee Palace today the presidents 
of France and Uzbekistan, Jacques Chirac and Islam 
Karimov, spoke in favor of broadening economic and 
political cooperation between the two states. 
Receiving the guest, who arrived in Paris on an official 
visit yesterday, Chirac said that French entrepreneurs are 
interested in developing diverse tics with Uzbekistan. 
Karimov believes that there exist “the broadest prospects 
for cooperation” between France and his country, which 
has immense natural resources of gas, oil, gold, and cop- 
per. Al present only five joint French-Uzbek ventures 
have been set up, while American business is repre- 
sented by 200 such companies and German business by 
170, Karimov noted with regret. 


According to Catherine Colonna, an official representa- 
tive of the Elysee Palace, the leaders of the two states 
also said that they are striving to deepen bilateral politi- 
cal ties. The French president believes it is necessary to 
mats of both countries. Chirac also said he supports the 
carliest possible signing of an agreement on coopera- 
tion and partnership between Uzbekistan and the Euro- 
pean Union, which would envision France cooperating 
with its Central Asian partner in the areas of personnel 
training and the development of cultural and technical 
cooperation. 


During his stay in Paris, Karimov will hold talks with 
the Prench prime minister and the foreign minister, and 
he will visit the city of Lyon, the industrial center of 
the country. A treaty on friendship and cooperation and 
agreements on the avoidance of dual taxation, on the 
mutual encouragement and protection of investments, 
and on tourism cooperation are due to be signed during 
the visit. 


Karimov is to take part in the work of the UNESCO 
executive council and the opening ceremony of the week 
of Uzbek science and culture in France. 


The Uzbek head of state's first visit to France took place 
in the fall of 1993. 


France: U.S. Said ‘Refusing’ To Cooperate on 
Mideast 


BR2204131096 Paris LIBERATION in French 
22 Apr 9% p3 


{Commentary by Jacques Amairic: “Going It Alone’ ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] There may be strength in 
numbers, but disorder rapidly degenerates into chaos. 
This is whal we are seeing in the Middle East where 
Warren Christopher, Herve de Charette, and Yevgeniy 
Primakov are shuttling between one capital and the next 
in the region but have hardly met up to harmonize 
their positions. While the leaderships in Pans and 
Washington are quick to deny it, the spectacle of these 
ministers cach following a different orbit are suggestive 
of the rivalry that exists between them. This suits the 
Syrian Hafiz al-Asad and at the end of the day it is just 
the tormented Lebanese civilians who suffer. 


The spectacle is all the more disturbing since Bill 
Clinton, Jacques Chirac, and Boris Yeltsin in principle 
agreed in Moscow on Friday evening [19 April] that 
their foreign ministers would work together. Judging by 
the cavalier way Warren Christopher made it clear in 
the Middle East that any such cooperation was out of 
question, there is every reason to suspect that Clinton 
was not acting in absolute good faith. He clearly did 
not appreciate Jacques Chirac’s unilateral decision last 
week, before the Qana massacre, to send Herve de 
Charette into the region. At that time it was more 
Lebanon and Syria that were asking for a cease-fire. 
Now the roles have been reversed and the Unged States 
has stepped in to get their Isracli allies out of a sticky 
situation. Much as they did two years ago in Bosnia 
when they sabotaged the European peace plan before 
taking it up themselves, they do not want to play as a 
team. Their refusal is all the more marked because they 
are the only ones to still benefit from Israel's confidence 
and to be able to make the Syrian dictator into a regional 


potentate 


France: Chirac's ‘Unconditional’ Support for 
Yeltsin Viewed 

BR2204131696 Paris LIBERATION in Freach 
22 Apr 9% p7 


{Article by Jacques Amalric: “Chirac Backs Yeltsin in 
Moscow’ ] 


(FBIS Translated Text) There are several ways of 
behaving toward Boris Yeltsin even if there is a 
common will to see him reelected as the Russian 
president. This was illustrated by Jacques Chirac and 
Bill Clinton throughout the Moscow summit, which 
was devoted to the subject of the safety and security 
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of civilian nuclear installauons. The French president 
believed he had to sing the unconditional praises of the 
top man in the Kremlin incessantly and publicly, while 
the U.S. President believed that t was advisable only 
to play such a game with restraint and, in the end, not 


conceal disagreements. 


The slightly surrealistic aspect of Chirac’s method 
became apparent on Saturday [20 April] at a joint news 
conference given by the Russian and French presidents 


to secure Russia's support for the nuclear code of good 
conduct in application in the West, Chirac did not balk 
at going one better than Yeltsin and pointing out that 
none of the participants at the summmut had expressed 
stale of nuclear power stations in 
Russia. Which provoked the question as to why such 
a mecting had been arranged in the first place. And 
ask why the French president had complained to his 
colleagues behind closed doors about “the insufficiency” 
of the efforts undertaken to improve the safety of 
the Soviet-designed and built nuclear power stations. 


adding: “Dangerous power stations have not been closed 
down; some reactors that are regarded as dangerous 


guidelines and the role of the safety authorities remain 
insufficient. ht is useful for us to send out a clear 
message on this subject on the occasion of this summit 
(...). We must also envision the premature closure of 
those nuclear power stations that cannot be sufficiently 
modernized.” 


The reason for this double-speak is well-known. “Pub- 
licly criticizing Yeltsin's Russia would have been tan- 
tamount to playing into the hands of his ultranational- 
ist and Communist opponents,” close aides to Jacques 
Chirac maintained. All the same, it meant ignoring the 
recognized risks of a new Chernoby! and underestimat- 
ing the political maturity of Russian voters who know 
where they stand and do not fall for thew presidential 


FRANCE 1s 


candidate's repeated claims that “everything 1s going 
fine.” And that is why Chirac could really have done 
without saying on Saturday that he was “happy to 
see Niat the city of Moscow in general and the Krem- 
lin in particular “were reviving the former grandcur of 
Greater Russia.” Firstly because people are jusufied to 
wonder whether Greater Russia constitutes any kind 
of model. And secondly because cvery inhabitant of 
Moscow knows perfectly well that the rehabilitation of 
the capital only concerns the city center. 


While at the same tome making « understand that he 
was in favor of seeing Nikolayevich reelected, Clinton 
did not publicly undertake such hazardous undertakings. 
On Saturday evening, at a news conference, he did not 
seck to conceal the limits of this summut, that may 
not yet be considered a success because everything 
will depend on Russia's capacity and will to stick 
to its commitments. “We took a step back from the 
nuclear precipice,” was as far as Clinton went. “We must 
not stop until these dangers have been overcome.” On 
Sunday, after his talks with Yeltsin outside the summit, 
Clinton also took care not to put up a front of superficial 
unanimity, whether regarding the enlargement of NATO 
(a subject on which, according to Chirac, account must 
be taken of Russia's legitimate security interests while 
Clinton is refusing to give the Russian president the 
right of veto that he 1s demanding), Chechnya (where the 
U.S. President said he found the situation “worrying” ), 
or the negotiations under way on the reduction of 
conventional weapons and the renewal of the agreement 
on anumissile missiles. Finally, having reiterated his 
support for the Russian reforms on several occasions, 
at the end of his stay Bill Clinton received the majonty 
of the leaders of the opposition to Yeltsin, in particular 
Communist Gennadiy Zyuganov, nationalistic former 
General Alcksandr Lebed, liberal cconomist Grigoriy 
Yavlinskiy, all of whom are presidential candidates. A 
gesture that was never planned by the French camp. 
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Italy: Center-eft Leaders Interviewed on | lection, 
Tasks 


LD22041259%) Rome RAI Uno lelesmon Neteork 
in halian 1130 GMT 22? Apr % 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} We now go over to the 
Palazzo delle Esposiziom: [in Rome}, where the Olive 
Tree coalition leaders Romano Prodi and Walter Vel- 
troni are al this ume. We gO over to Marco Frittcila 


[Frittella} [passage omuticd} You have won the clection, 
you have beaten the Freedom Alliance: Now you have 
to win the difficult game of forming a government 


[Prodi] We knew that forming a government would 
be more difficult than winning the clection It was 
necessary 10 have a very clear victory. Think back over 
those incessant predictions of a draw. Fortunately. it has 
been a victory — a clear and precise victory. Governing 
is a job thal is tremendously difficult for Italy, but it is 
not impossible now 

[Frittella] The Freedom Alliance talks about and athacks 
the problem of the Communist Refoundation. How do 
you think you will deal with this problem’ 


[Prodi] We will deal with i just as we set out to. We 
have a program and we afe not going to change it 
because it is a consistent onc, one that has led to our 
victory. It is people's faith in our program. not other 
things, that allowed us to win. We cannot therefore 
disappoint those who elected us. and we will go ahead 
with the consistent program which we set out 


[Frittella} Mr. Veltron:, what ts your opmmon of the 
defeat of the Freedom Alliance at the end of this very 
long election campaign’? Why did 1 happen’ 

[Veltroni} | think the Freedom Alliance got the election 
campaign completely wrong. as wel! as. im general, its 
political initiatives over the last few months [passage 
omitted) The line of aggression. ideological clashes, 
attacks against everybody, 1s a line that the Country has 
rejected. So I hope that new developments in political 
debate in taly will allow us. after this defeat, to see the 
birth of a nghtwing in the European mold 


[Frittella} One last very brief Comment on the prohiem 
of election rules. Can you confirm your readiness to 
discuss the new rules together with the opposition’ 


[Veltroni} Absolutely We  onfirm ths. we rem 
We ae commitied to looking a the tssue of al) the 
fules of the game in the next parliament. because there 
is not only this work to do on our instrtuthons hut our 
government will also be Concerned with representing 
all Kalians. And we also hope in the new! legislature 
in us constituent phase. to accelerate the federalist 
process. We believe in this just os mach a we do 
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not beheve in — in fact, as much as we oppose — 
any suggestion of secession, bul we are interested in 
developing a federalist kind of line. 


Italy: D’Alema Views Government Priorities 
BR23040740% Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
23 Apr 9 p7 


|Unattnbuted report on news conference by Massimo 
D’ Alema, Italian Democratic Party of the Left secretary, 
in Rome on 22 April: “D’Alema Already Planning Parny 
of the Future”) 

|FBIS Translatei Text] Rome — Satisfied, serene, 
above all already more interested in talking about the 
future than about the election he has just won. That is 
the pacture Massimo D’Alema presented to the crowd 
of journalists awaiung him in the Botteghe Oscure 
[Democratic Party of the Left (PDS) headquariers) 
press room for the ritual news conference. In the 
PDS leader's eyes the future has two distinct facets. 
The first us the government to be launched: This is 
an opportunity absolutely not to be missed unless we 
want to witness the rapid destruction of the efforts 
at disenfranchisement’ which have taken years and 
years. The second, on the other hand, is a thoroughly 
domestic facet, concerning the further development 
and continuation of the construction of “a great party 
helonging to the European Left.” 


D’Alema was extremely clear on both these issues 
yesterday. Let us start with the second, i.e. the PDS’ 
future and the announcement made by the secretary 
himself on clection night: “Now that we have won, 
we can, all together and with serenity, remove the 
{hammer and sickle] logo from the roots of our oak 
tree [PDS symbol].. Some 24 hours later, D'Alema 
confirmed this, specifying the ming and aims of the 
operation. “Of course this is not something I can decide 
on alone, t will be debated at the party congress. But | 
do feel, nonetheless, that a further step forward must 
he made in building a great left-wing force, on the 
hasis of the change of course already made, designed 
to embrace different forces within it and even within 
its leaderstup groups.” In short, are we talking about 
hurlding that Democratic Party people have been talking 
about for some ime”? “] have nothing against democratic 
parties... It may be born in the future, but for the 
present the European Left consists of great socialist, 
social democratic, and laborite forces. We must look to 
Europe, to those pares with which we cooperate in the 
European Parliament, to those social democracies which 
have been close to us in these elections too.” 


As for the government, D’ Alema has his list of priorities 
ready: Constituvonal reform, jobs, and the South. “Our 
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fwm convicion, he sad. & hal 4 Cons tlucnt process 
must be sct in Mothon af once Personally, i Deheve thal 
the hesl way 1s (0 sct up 4 patlamentary Ccommuticc to 
address the issuc 4s soon as possidic. All thes should 
take place within the framework of dialogue between 
the winners and the losers: the sarung pont should 
be the convergence registered during ine closing stages 
of the last legislauve term and bearing im mund thal 
the imstitutions are the Italian people's home, not the 
property of those who won the clechons... I beheve we 
Can stant by using the document drawn up by Maccamco 
when he was prime minister deugnate And | repeat 
that | do not consider the clechion of the president of 
the Republic by the people a danger for democracy: It 
could be a useful mnnovation tor the country, with all the 
proper counterweights and Dalances and the necessary 
safeguards 


Finally, jobs and the South. D'Alema, turning to the 
Olive Tree's two clection campaign hobbyhorses, called 
for the ulmost Commitment from the government, a 
goverament which will be sct up thanks, at least in 
the lower house, to the crucial votes of Communist 
Renewal — an act which the PDS leader called “a show 
of responsitility” — and a government which D'Alema 
hopes will “he abic to have 4 positive relationship with 
the League, whose clecthon result was one of the most 
significant results of the whole clection campaign 


In conclusion, the PDS icader issued a few rapid as- 
sessments. D’Alema criticized the wormed confidential 
note published by the bishops news agency SIR [ex- 
pansion not given} on learning of the Olive Tree's vic- 
tory: “Theirs ts a groundiess judgment it may well be 
a comment from many years ago which they fished up 
again for this occasion. He went on to answer a jour- 
nalist who asked tum if he had heen mm contact with 
Silvio Berluscont:: “1 have not spoken with him. The 
last time we spoke was when we were supposed to 
hold that one-on-one TV dehate which was canceled 
at the last minute. At that time, before the vote, we ex- 
changed good wishes. | would thus capect. from some- 
one showing a consistent attitude. to now receive con- 
gratulations 


Italy: Olive Tree Leader on Election Victory, Plans 
BR2104111996 Pars LE FIGARO on French 
23 Apr p2 


{intervew with Italy's Romano Prod. Olive Tree 
leader, by Richard Heuze in Rome: date not given: “A 
Government for Five Years | 


[FBIS Translated Text! [Heuze| How do you feel’ 


[Prodi] Very happy ht us a very sweet victory The 
cenmter-iefi has never managed to gain such a mapotity 
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And I insist thal 1 ts 4 Center-lelt majorty, not a Ief- 
wing majonty. It 1s a historic vote thal should guarantee 
politucal stability in aly. It should enable me to form a 
government that lasts for five years. It will not be casy 
There may be diffxulue. when formung the government 
of voung on financial bills. But | am quite calm. One 
thing 1s certain: lt will be a government of the Olive 
Tree alliance and we shall respect our commutments. 


{Heuze| But the Communist Renewal msks hemp a 
rather awkward ally. 


[Prodi] You heard what Fausto Bertunotu (the leader of 
the Communist Renewal — LE FIGARO editor's note) 
said last might. He has no intention of entering into my 
government of trading his support in one way or another. 
He has promised to support us at the outset and thea to 
see how our politics develop. 


{Heuze} Will the score achieved by the Northern League 
icad you to accelerate the federalist procedure’ 


{Prodi} Federalism has always been one of the key 
pomts of our platform. Will that be enough for ''m- 
berto Bossi (the leader of the Northern League — LE 
FIGARO) editor's note)’ I do not think so. Since last 
summer, Bossi has been advocating separatism. It is 
clear that if he sticks to the hypotheses that he defended 
hefore talking about secession, then we can reach some 
kind of arrangement. But the Bossi of late has definitely 
hecome cicessively separatist. 


“I Do Not Fear the Paris-Bonn Axis” 
|[Heuze] How do you explain your victory’ 


* [Prod] We proved coherent throughout our campaign. 


It took Courage to say that the fiscal pressure would not 
diminish for at least another two years, while the nght 
was making demagogic promises. | aiso led a campaign 
that was very different from the one conducted by Silvio 
Berluscom. No television, but lots of leg work. 


{Heuze} You sad and I quote: “Maly 1s a tig country 
that does not count.” 


{Prodi} Ht is true [Prods laughs}. But this must he 
changed. laly is mcher than Great Britain. lt should 
he ashamed of not taking up its responsibilities and 
not having a crediMe diplomatic service. Only if Italy 
regains a stale government will it be able to conduct 
a coherent foreign policy and make everyone listen to 
what it has to say again 


My priority will be to bring the lira back into the 
European Monetary System That should take several 
weeks at the most. The macroeconomic preconditions 
we fulfilled The balance of payments is showing a 
surplus, as ts the halance of trade. Exchange rates have 
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reached a normal level. So the probiem 1s political. The 
government musi guafanice that the two of three ocxt 
budgets comply with the Maastricht criteria. 


European construction. | want Italy to belong to the 
single Currency right from the start. But if it was not 
ready to do so within the required deadlines. 1 would 
prefer monetary Europe to go ahead without Italy rather 
than not sce it Come about at all. 
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[Heuze] Are you satisfied with Italy's policy in Bosma? 


[Prodi] Definvicly not. Once again, italy is a big 
country which can and must count. But thal is sot the 
case today. In Bosnia, our humanitanan bodies have 
maintained a strong presence. Nonetheless, Maly has 
played a very limited role. Nonetheless, in view of our 
geographical proximity and our historic links with the 
former Yugoslavia, this question should have been a 
pnornty im our diplomatic efforts. 


[Heuze] What role should Italy play in the Mediter- 
ranean’ 


[Prodi] Above all an economic role. Take Gaza and its 
tremendous need for development. Italy has the abulity 
and Capacity to play a dynamic role in the establishment 
of corporate nciworks that would enable a star to be 
made in efforts to resolve the economic crisis. Yet our 
absence 1s total. a 
the Middle East within a European framework 


{[Heuze] What do you think of Silvio Berlusconi” 
{Prodi} [Long silence) He is one of a kind. 
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Spain: Daily Strewes U.S. Role in Negotiations on 
South Lehanvon 
2204145896 Madnd EL PAIS im Spanish 
2Apr% pil2 


[Eduornal “The Lebanese Wasps” Nest™] 


(FBIS Tramiatecd Text] Damascus, Beirut. and 
Jerusalem have been the scene ths weekend of 
diplomatx to-ing and fro-ing wmed a establishing a 
cease-fire in southern Lebanon. It was tnggered by 
the massacre of Lebanese civilians who had taken 
refuge in a UN camp — one of the gravest actions 
im the Ierach Army's history — but if the presence in 
the Near East of the foreign munisters of the Unnod 
States, France, italy (on behalf of the European Union), 
and Russ confirms the worldwide anucty caused 
by Operation Grapes of Wrath. the muluphcation of 
efforts complicates matters 


That ts what Stom'on Peres sand yesterday, in empha- 
sizing that the caistence of several channcls of negot- 
ations hetween the parties directly involved — on the 
one hand, Isracl, and, on the other, Hizballah, Lebanon, 
Syria, and tran — could cause “total confusion.” Peres, 
of Course, cxpressed his desire for the only existing me- 
diathon to he that of the United States, represented by 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher. The problem is 
that, even if they accept it as the only superpower able to 
resolve ths kind of conflct, the Arab and Mushm side 
heheves that the United States ts not as acutral as the sit- 
uation requires In its opmmon, any cease-fire agreement, 
verbal of written, would have to refer to UN Resolution 

25, which demands that Israc! withdraw from that part 
of Lebanon. This last-mentioned fact is the virtue of 
the French imitative conducted by Minwster Herve de 
Charette. The French ncdiation occupies a more tem- 
perate sone in acknowledging Isracl’s desire for security 
and listening to the Arab side's arguments. 


For Israc! — and very particularly for its prime munester, 
Shimon Peres — it sa matter of finding the conditions 
which would cnabic « to extricate itself from the 
Lebanese was nest. A pledge by Hizhallah not to 
fire Katyusha moses again, backed by Syria and Iran. 
would serve its purpose. and so much the better if 
this also made it possiMe to resume the dialogue with 
Damascus on the peace process as a whole. But, as 
im any negotiation, especially when the battle has not 
heen won on the ground. the Isractis should make some 
concessions, a the very lcast. a pledge on opening 
Regotiations on returning southern Lebanon and the 
Golan Heights to thew legrtemate owners. And this is 
something that only the Americans can make them 
understand 
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Spain: Amer Sli To Develop Foreign Policy Style 
BR2204145796 Madrid £1. MUNDO on Spanish 
21 Apr% pid 


[Report by Marisa Cruz and Jose Louw Perceval: “A 
World Map tor Aznar} 


[FBIS Translated Text) Madnd-Rahat — So ta Jose 
Mana Aznw has not voued any Matec opemons on cur- 
rem turbulent internavonal affairs Domestic requite- 
ments — pacts and discussions with the nationalists — 
ate taking time away from other johs. However, Azaw 
will have to cope with the reality of foreign aflars as 
soon as he takes office in the Moncloa [prime munister’s 
resadence }. 


In Morocco, King Hasan ts already calling for a visit. In 
Brussels, they are anxious to find out what makes him 
ck. The presidents of India and Portugal ae hoping 
to he received in May. and the preudents of China and 
htaly have announced they will be visiteng im June, a 
month dunng which the new prime munisicr will have 
to make his debut before the European Council where 
the toughest test will be subrutting to the compansons 
made by the press and his own European partners 


These mectings will not be resolved with tea and 
cakes. The aim will be to cobble together Spain's 
foreign policy strategy and mark out the path which 
will subsequently be followed by the diplomatic team 


Although everything indicates thal the basic sketch for 
international policy will follow the current line, the 
details and style which the People s Party government 
will put on it are beginning to emerge 


In principle the People’s Party will reconsider the policy 
of aid, especially with respect to the FAD | Development 
Aid Pund) credits. According to the People’s Party, the 
fact that these instruments bear the sepnature of the state 
is feason cnough to investigate the dctails of to whom 
and for what they are handed out 


Cuba and China will be two of the countries to sce 
the extent of the cut in Spain's loans. The People's 
Party will use two standards with countries which have 
dictatorships and which reyect democracy, hut where the 
population aceds Western ad 


The first important test for Avna ail! probably be 
the visit to King Hasan Il, a inp made by all of 
Spain's democratic leader's so far The trips to Morocce 
are a diplomatic challenge combining negotiating still, 
exquisite Courtesy, and a sure touch 


h will he no surprise if the king 1 hours late, if he 
keeps him for three times the planned amount of time 
talkang about the divine and the human. of if he leaves 
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the scene in a cart which be himscif drives wound the 
palace gardens 

Hasan requires a special ceremony. His personal ad- 
viser, Ahmed Alaoui, repeated the Monarch’s desire to 
receive the new prime minister as soon as he takes of- 
fice. Alaouwi repeated that “everything can change, cx- 
cept for geography.” in other words Morocco 1s the Mus- 
lim and African country closest to Span and Spain is 
the European and Christian nation closest to Morocco 


Jose Maria Aznar should be prepared for anything 
whea he visits Morocco. In Rabat. they are saying that 
Hasan wants to tackle the thorny issuc of Ceuta and 
Melilla because it is feared thal the new conservative 
government in Madnd will revive “nationalist messages 
about Spain's hold on both places.” 


The People’s Party will try to play a double diplomatic 
game involving a hard line on non-democratic govern- 
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ments while at the same me helping thew populations 
This strategy will become vis"Die with Cuba and China 


Azag will have to mark oul the ground wah regad 
to Chima when Chinese President Jiang Zeon visits 
Madnd in Junc. That will be the ume for the government 
to find a firm posivon on Beying’s dangerous attstude 
with regard to Tarwan 


The vissts by the Italian (Scalfao) and Portuguese 


(Sampaio) do not require such a juggling act, because 
cooperabon with them 1s being settled in Brussels 


ht will be an opportunity to trace oul a common plan 
for the European Summut in Florence, Aznar’s first. At 
the summut, the Maastricht Treaty's reform process will 
be reviewed. Spain has a chance tc beal wounds sull 


smarung from tts tough membership acgouatbons. It 1s 
up to Aznar, although he does not like «A 
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Sweden: Foreign Minister Calls For Chaser EU, 
WEL Cooperstica 

LD2204210596 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network 
in Swedish 1545 GMT 22 Apr 


(FPBIS Translated Text] The ume has come 10 deepen 
cooperation thal promotes peace and prevents conflicts 
in Europe, said Foreign Minister Lena I jcim-Wallen 
at the EU's forcign ministers’ mecting in Luxembourg 
Yesterday, she and the Finnish foreign minister called 
for closer cooperation between the EU and the West 
European defense alliance, (WEU), in a joint arucle 
designed to bring about a public debate. Hycim-Walicn 
tunks i 1s Compauble with Swoden’s nonalignment. 


[Begin recording) [Hjclm-W allen} Ob yes, it has noth- 
ing to do with nonalignament since everything to do with 
direct defense cooperation, that 1s, anything that con- 
cerns the defense of one’s own territory has nothing to 
do with this. 


(Correspondent Anders Ericson) You don't want Swe- 
den to be a member of the WEU. but nevertheless you 
want Sweden to be able to take full part in deciding 
what the WEU should do” 


[Hjcim-W Alien] | want the EU to be abic to decide what 
we should do to deal with crises and conflicts. When the 
EU has said that this is what we shall get involved in, 
then the WEU should be the one to carry out those tasks 
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For that reasca there must be a stronger link between the 
EU and the WEU. How this will happen is someting 
that will be discussed so we shall have to come back to 
that. 


[Encson] But who 1s gorng to give the mandate to the 
WEU” 


[Hycim-W alien) The mandate in this case, the capressed 
desire that tus should happea, is deoded im the EU. 
The contnibutien to be made can then be carned oul 
through the WEU. Another alternative is, of course, 
what «s happemng in Bosma today where NATO is 
one of the actors, the nonaligned countnes, Russia, and 
others together with NATO form a group to Carry oul a 
peacekeeping operation. That is a rather Clumsy model 
but t docs actually work m Bosnia 


[Encson]} But ts 1 possible to divide the decisionmaking 
concerning what the WEU should do” In the WEU there 
1s a mutual defense duty between the countnes and this 
is Not something with which Sweden can agree. 


[Hycim-W alien} No, and Sweden is not a member of the 
WEU for precisely that reason and we shall not become 
a member of the WEU cither. We are an observer there 
and with that role of observer we can take pari in 
decisions concerning peacekeeping operavons and the 
handling of conflicts. It is for thal reason we can take 
part im this dehate at all today. fend recording} 
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Cypres: Cohumaist Wares Against Unjest Cyprus 
Salute 


NC] 304004846) Nicoma ELEVTHEROTIPIA om Greet 
23 Apr% p3 

[From the “Views” columa: Wang | 

{FBIS Translated Text} ht 1s undersiocd that the tour that 
acw US. Assistant Secrctay of State Jobe Korshium 
began in Ge wea yosicrday, woth Ankara as bes fret 
stop, 1s to Create prerequisiics for the ecw US imtative 
on the Cyprus issuc to be manifested most profhahy on 
June, however, we must sirens thal if Washington docs 
act focus is attenvor and cflors on Ankara to persuade 
the Turkish sede to ahandon its well-known iransigent 
positions on the Cyprus imsuc, the US. inmiative will 
fall flat. At the same time, we would like to make u 
cTystal clear to both the US. and all other circles that 
thew efforts we futile if they caupect us to accept any 
metiatve whatsocver 


We believe # is necessary to provide « remender of 
the relevant pownts, warnings. and declaravons on this 
tuative that Speros Kipriancu outhned many tomes 
recently 


“We do not reject any initiatives for a Cyprus soluton 


“We reject wnacceptabic intiatives and wnacceptabic 
pians for an unacoeptatic solution to our profiem 
"We reject plans and methods thal am a pushing us 
acat the intransigent Turkish possions 

“All those who heve such intenbens better abandon 
them because the Cypriot people have both the will and 
the courage t resist. not to Compromise, and not to 
accept the Turkish occupation no matter what sacrifices 
are needed, 90 maticr wha pressure they will suffer 


“All will be disappointed who tink that these people 
have allegedly been estranged © that prowpenty has de- 
generated thew militancy The Cypriot people will never 
hecome fatalist wor will they ever accept coexistence 
with injustice: Even in times of fatigue. disonentavon. 
or dusappointment. these people have strong reserves of 
endurance and resistance that will appear at the crucial 


ume and disappori all those who might atte to deal 
a blow to thew just caus 


“We once again aseure the Cyprict people that we will 
not deviate from the course of the struggic 
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"We will oct lower the struggic +s Sag 


“We will comtemuc to atraggic woth cowage and dcac- 
munaboa unhl the final vindacatsoe of our struggic 


“Ustl there 1s a viahéc solubon without museng persons 
of caclaved propic, erthoul refugees of peapic to whom 
impustace 1s donc, 2 soluom that would restore and 
saleguad the trecdem and mghts of all the Cyprnots 


[passage as puPishes | 


“A selubon erhow acupsthe top snd erthou 
settlers [passage & puliinhod) 


A solution thal would saleguarée ow physcal and na- 
tonal survival on the land of our forctathers. [passage 
as pulinhed] 


Cyprus: Daily Speculates on Content of 
Kornblum 's “Minson 

NCI MM4IOIRSS Necome | MAKNI om Greet 
23 Apr % pi 


[From the Milatamt column “The Korehiem Miwon | 


[PBIS Tramiated Text} New US Asswtant Secretary of 
State John Koratium will arrive om Nicowa on Thurs- 
day (25 April]. i not known wha the US. offical 
will actually bring, however, according to reports from 
Washington and other decmmonmmaking centers. the con- 
Cluson is drawn that Mr Koratiurm will aterm to pro- 
mote the grve-and-take poly on the Cyprus msue and 
hawcally on the two important meues of sovgrengnty and 
security. i also becomes wnderstoed that the US. pow- 
thon 1s: Greek concesmons on the isue of sovereignty 
and Turkish concesmons on the meue of security Prom 
what ts inferred, the Americans ae again fot moving 
im an orthades way on the Cyprus neue. The Greek 
Cyprint sede has repeatedly sand that the Cyprus neue 
thowld be addressed as a whole and not m segments 
If the Americans want to focus thew mimative on two 
teues, then they will fai) agaen The Cyprus teeue must 
he addressed as a whole In any event, let os wan for 
what Mr Kornblum brings from Washington, as well 
as from Turkey where be has hoen visting since yes 
terday, to see where the sew mowe by the Americans, 
who have remained masters of the game mm the Cyprus 


issue 1s leading 
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Greece: Athens Blocks Ankara’s EL F imancing 
NC2206184796 Ag eas Elbit: Raducfoma Radw 
Network in Greve 1700 GMT 22) Apr 


([FBIS Translated Test} fhe EU Council of Minn- 
ters convencd im Luucmboug today. Forcige Mins- 
ter Theadhoros Pangalos cipressed the Greek Govero- 
meat’s otyecvons on the Euro-Modnerrancan Coopera- 
thos program, according to whach Turkey cupects spe- 
cial financing from Brusscis Our Brussels correspoo- 
dem Nikos Bellos has the following report. 


[Begin recording} Greece will not permet Turkey's BU 
financing without a change in the Ankara Goverament's 
posmon. Thes was underimed today by Foreign Minister 
Theadhoros Pangalos wrth the framework of the EU 
Counc of Ministers meeting on adopung the EU pro- 
gram (MENTA|}|. The Greek reservatioms resulted im the 
postponement of decrsmonmaking dumng taday s mect- 
ing on the realization of this program. which provides 
for the financing of 3.4 tullhon BCU to 12 Modnerrancan 
counties. among them Turkcy According to Panga- 
los, Greece's position ts crystal clear. As be sand, no- 
body can tink of financong Turkey as long as Ankara’s 
makes Greats and Continues its obectoon to Commuting 
to avowance of acts of violence 


Asked about the EL ftahan Presidency's mmtention to 
convene an BU-Turkey association Council mm mid May, 
Pangalos said that unless Ankara changes its course, 
the BU-Turkey association coum» has no meamng. The 
foresgn minister descrited as very important the mecting 
he will have on Priday [26 April) in Bucharest with his 
Turkish coumerpart Emre Guaensay [end recording} 


Greece: Government (Considers | vtending 
Territorial W aters 

NC220612 9506 Athens KIRIAKATIRG 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greet 21 Apr O pé4 


[Report by Stefanos Kasimatis! 


[PBIS Translated Text) Greece's might to extend its 
territorial waters to the |2-muile lemet ts hocomueng a key 
wssue on the agenda of Greek- Turkish issucs. 


According t© Foreign Ministry sources. after Simitis’ 
viet to Washington, the government is focusing its 
thoughts on the possitilaty of wilizing this night o>. 
stantively of diplomaty ally 


In other words. the profiem that Foreign Miniter 
Theadhoros Pangalos and bis staff will he called upon to 
solve in the near future will he the Country 5 intentions 
@ regards the | 2-mule lime — that 1s. whether rf 1s in the 
country s best mterest to extend the territorial waters of 
to keep them at the current 6-mule leet Pangalos might 
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even have to asses the waluc of wwng that mgt a a 
negousling weapor 


The answers to hex proticms certanly depend on 
many parameters bots Turkish and Amencan 


So ta, a scems the Greek proposal for sicp-Py-step 
talks with Turkey ss somethung more than a sampic 
move to divert aticnuon from Yilmaz's proposal for 
uncondmonal talks on all msucs. In addon, Athens 
1s bemg cacouraged to promote ots plan based on the 
positive imdscavoms the government received m the 
Washington talks 


There are three procedural steps: Fart, Turkey wll re- 
fer the Iema issue to The Hague and talks will begin 
sumultancously, at the level of secretanes pencral of po- 
lucal directors, to discuss COOMOTMEC Cooperation msucs. 
ways to combat illegal ummmgratoon, cultural cachanges. 
etc. The drawing up of a Greck-Turkash covenant to re 
solve the continental shelf mnseue at the Hague wll fol- 
low. Lastly, the procedure and the framework wrtus 
which Greek-Turkish talks of the other neues will! be 
held will he defined 


Bul implementing the three-step plan depends csscn- 
tally on what Greece wants, or what it can do as regards 
its right to extend the territorial waters to the |2-mile 
omit, This 1s hecause it ts impossible to resolve the 
conuncetal shelf issuc Nefore settling the matter of the 
territorial waters’ limut 


1. The past International Court decison (19 December 
1978) on the Acgean conurental shell cuplcrtly stated 
that the matter of the terrtonal waters limit “obviously 
affects the matter of litwting the continental shelf 
(Chapter 47, Paragraph 89 of the decison) 


2. Thus, before ut appeals to The Hague jountly with 
Ankara, Athens must study cuhaustively its positions 
on this night. For example: Will Athens ask the court 
to make a decison based only on the principles that 
will define the demarcation’? Or wall it ask for a specific 
demarcation of the Acgean continental shelf” If rt plans 
to follow the second option, mt will have to decide 
heforchand whether to keep its territornal waters at the 
sia-mule bmn of will extended them to the |2-muole lemit 


1. A serious scientific study of the continental shelf 
also required, hecause the relevant decimon regarding its 
controverual parts cannot he made in ignorance of the 
muneral deposits that might le under the Aegean hed 


4 The scenario of powihy extendeng the terntonal wa- 
ters to the I2-mile lomit must owercome the obetacte 
of serous political reachon hy Turkey and the United 
States. And as fa as Washington's ofectiom we con 
cerned, the matter could have heen resolved m a cow 
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lized manner through direct talks (in the final analysis. 
Turkey could ignore them with great difficulty). 


But the problem is becoming more difficult as far 
as Turkish objections are concerned. Turkey continues 
to threaten war to avert the possibility of Greece's 
extending its territorial waters. 

Another option would be for Greece to use its extension 
right as a negotiating tool — for example to request the 


withdrawal of the Turkish troops from Cyprus. How- 
ever, a prerequisite for such an exchange would be for 
Turkey to drop all of its threats of war. Otherwise, any 
negotiation of the right to extend the Greek territorial 
waters would be the equivalent of admitting that Greek 
moves al an international level are directly related to 
the wishes of a more powerful neighbor. 
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Turkey: RP Official on ‘imperialist’ Anti-Musiim 
Plots 


TA2304102096 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 22 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Welfare Party [RP] deputy 
ae plotting various schemes to create strife between 
Turkey and the Muslim countries. In a news conference 
at parliament, Ulucak said that Muslim countries, with 
whom Turkey should be in a natural alliance, are 
disturbed by the agreement signed with Israel. 

[Begin Ulucak recording] Those who governed the 
state before and those who govera now must take 
heed of the nation’s voice. Those who fight the people 
cannot succeed or secure any benefits for our country. 
Moreover, it was no coincidence thal an allack was 
launched against Lebanon in the immediate afiermath 
of this agreement. For this reason, I hope that those 
who steer our foreign policy will display more caution. 
[end recording} 


and its massacre of civilians, Ulucak added that this 
move was the product of Israel's expansionist policies. 
Explaining that the right to life is the most holy of all 
rights, Ulucak said that the RP, which is against any 


in English 20 Apr 96 


“This achievement (the Customs Union between Turkey 
and the EU) adds up to a substantial program of 
imtegration which touches most if not all levels of 
our societies.” EU Ambassador Michacl Lake told the 


mecung 
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looks at Turkey and it paves the way for further 
integration which will anchor Turkey ever more firmly 
in Europe. In my view the path to further integration 


integration with the EU, including the delay in the Turk- 
ish Parliament's budget debate and intensified Greek op- 
position following the crisis over the territorial waters 
in the Acgean. 


However he also noted that financial and business 
indicators were showing positive signs and the markets 
appeared to believe that the customs union had been 
achieved. 


But he warned thal confidence is required to consum- 
mate the ties between Turkey and the EU. 


“Fears of massive business failures, or a huge trade gap, 
of Turkey paying the price and so on, have remained 
unfulfilled. We need to accentuate the positive in the 
customs union,” he said. 


Turkey: Foreign Minister Comments On Foreign 
Policy lesues 

NC2204153196 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 

in English 21 Apr 96 

(Received via Internet) 

[FBIS Transcribed Text} ANKARA — Foreign Minister 
Emre Gonensay condernned Syria Sawrday (20 April] 
for supporting the separatist Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) and deplored continued Isracli bombings of 
Lebanese terniory. 


Speaking on foreign policy developments during the de- 
bates on the Foreign Ministry budget, Gonensay de- 
clared that institution of an atmosphere of confidence 
between Ankara and Damascus was marred by contin- 
ued support of Syria for the clandestine PKK. 


“As long as Syrian support for the gang which has mur- 
dered thousands of innocent people and which has been 
targeting Turkey's territorial integrity is continuing, it 
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is impossible to establish an aimosphere of confidence 
(between Turkey and Syria). Furthermore, devoid of any 
jusufiable reason, Syria has been claiming that there is 
a water problem between itself and Turkey and estab- 
lishing a link with the water and terrorism issues, it is 
supporting PKK terrorists in order to achieve a soluuion 
(to the water probiem) befitting its interests,” the min- 
ister said. 


Gonensay said the military traming cooperation accord 
signed between Turkey and Israci were subjected to 
unyust and wrong evaluations by some Arab countries. 
He said the accord with Isracl was not aiming al any 
“Fighting tcrrot‘sm is a right and responsibility of 
all countries” the minister said adding “however, in 
doing so civilians should not be hurt, excessive force 
should not be used and laws should be respected. This 
evaluation of Turkey is valid for the Isracli operations 
against Hizballah positions in Lebanon as well. We have 
conveyed our worries to Israel.” 


The minister said Ankara expected Isracl to end its 
operations in Lehanon urgenily. 


Commenting on the latest “spy~<diplomats” crisis be- 
tween Turkey and Iran. the forcign minister said Ankara 
tried to defuse the tension by accepting mutual with- 
drawal of the accused diplomats. However, he stressed 
that Turkish diplomats were unjustly accused by Tehran 
as a result of a meaningless “reciprocity” understanding. 


Talking on Irag, Gonensay reiterated Turkey's commit- 
ment to the preservation of Iragi national and territorial 
imtegnty. He said Turkey was against carving up a Kur- 
dish state in northern Iraq. 


He said the power vacuum in northern Irag has provided 


Turkey will not allow the PKK to reorganize in that 


territory 

Talking on Avcrbaijan-Armenian dispute, Gonensay 
said Ankara wanted a negotiated settlement to the 
problem and reiicrated Turkey's preparedness to open 


the border with Armenia in order to contribute to peace 


dialogue with Greece could be initiated. 
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Turkey: Gonensay on Aegean T ension 


TA22041852906 Ankara TRT Televison Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 22 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Foreign Minister Emre Gonen- 
say has declared that the tension in the Acgean has not 
subsided and that, therefore, i 1s Necessary to star the 
negotiations with Greece as soon as possidic. Gonen- 
Say said: | want to issuc the following appeal to Greece 
here. Let them not drag thei feet. Let us begin the talks 
withoul any preconditions 


Gonensay left for Bonn today as the guest of German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel. Before his departure 
at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport, Gonensay replied to a 
reporter's question concerning the shots bred by a Greek 
gunboat at a Turkish fishing boat in Turkey's terrtoral 
waters, wounding the Turkish fisherman Gonensay sand 
that there are no cxtenuating circumstances regarding 
this incident. 


[Begin Gonensay recor jing} This kind of reachion, the 
shooting at 4 civilian boat inside our territorial waters. 
cannot be assessed as a cool-headed acuon Previously 
we had also pointed to the provoc alive statements issued 
by certain Greek Government members. We had drawn 
their attention to the fact that these could tngger certain 
dangerous incidents. Unfortunaicly, such an mowent did 
take place. This incident shows that the tension in the 
Acgean has not subsided, and since this ts the case, 
Greece and Turkey should sit at the negotiating table 
and begin talks as soon as possible. | would like to msue 
the following appeal to Greece trom here Let them not 
drag their feet. Let us begin talks without putting forth 
any preconditions. [end recording | 


Gonensay remarked that the mecting he will hold with 
Greek Foreign Minister Pangalos on 27 April could 
mark the beginning of such negotiavions and the freezing 
of the problems. 


Commenting on his visit to Germany, Gonensay an- 
nounced that he will explain to Kinke! Turkey's sen 
sitive stand with regard to the Customs Union issue 
and stress the need to resolve the problem with Greece 
as soon as possible and properly activatc the Customs 
Union. 


Answering reporters’ questions, Gonensay said that the 
agreement reached with Germany periamng to the 
extradition of persons involved im terronst actions in 
that country will also be discussed during his talks 
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{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Truc Path Party 
(DYP) leader Tansu Ciller, receiving negative press 
coverage for two days in a row due to the way she has 
acquired an expensive 90-acre property in a tournsm 
in the Aegean region, seems to be in a difficult 
also due to Welfare Party (RP) motions against 
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motion calling for a parliamentary in- 
alleged irregularities Commutied in the 
of a sumber of projects by the Turkish Elec- 
Company (TEDAS) during Ciller’s 
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The Democratic Lefi Party (DSP), which has provided 
the ANAP [Motherland Party] -DYP coalition with 
indirect support, also has tabled a motion on the TEDAS 
issue but that one was directed against the energy 
minister of the time Sinasi Aluner, not Ciller. 


It seems that it would be more difficult to have Ciller 
investigated and put on trial in the High Court on 
the TEDAS issue. The overall mood in Parliament is 
not incriminating Ciller on that count. Parliament will 
debate the TEDAS issue on April 24. 


Serious claims in the TOFAS case 


The second motion the RP has presenicd against Ciller, 
that is, the motion about the controversy about the saic 
of the TOFAS shares, will be debated in Parliament on 
May 9. 


In the TOFAS case it all began with complaints filed 
with the allegation that the bid envelopes had been 
opened in Tansu Ciller’s residence in gross violation of 
the rules. The bureaucrats concerned were put on tnal 
and in the end were acquitted. But after looking into 
the sale of the stateowned shares in TOFAS, the Prime 
Ministry Supreme Board of Supervision determined that 
the rules had been violated in six other ways too, and 
described these incidents in the “annex” to its 1993 
report. In its 1994 report the board noted that no action 
at all had been taken on these counts. As a result, 
as prime minister of the time, Ciller faces another 
accusation, this ume involving neglect of duty. 


In its TOFAS report, which has been kept secret, the 
inted out that irregulanties were committed at 
step of the TOFAS salc, causing financial 
. For example, the companies invited 
to take part in tender were not chosen according 
to the rules. The members of the tender commission 
were replaced twice without giving any valid reason 
in writing. Qualifications were not determined properly. 
And the companies shortlisted to make bids were not 
selected properly in competitive conditions. The com- 
panies which won the tender later hired “subcontractor” 
firms whereas companies which actually operate in that 
line of business had not been invited to take part in the 
tender. 


Also according to the board, the sale was to be held 
under the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) rules which provides international buying and 
selling guarantees, bul in practice the sale took place 
as a 144/A° registered stock offering. That means that 
authorities agreed to a more expensive set of conditions 
for the sale but then staged the sale at a less expensive 
cost. Due to that irregularity alone the state paid 
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$577,500 more than it normally should to the companies 
in its report the board also said thai due to 4 provision 
inserted into the tender documents, the state agreed 
to make a totally unwarranted payment of $! million 
to the companies which won the contract to organize 
the TOFAS sale. And afterwards $250,000 of that sum 
could have been skimmed off because the relevant 
company faiied to meet its obligations fully. This 
deduction was not made because the officials concerned 
merely ignored that. 

The board concluded thal even not considering suspi- 
cious developments in the choice of the companies in- 
vited to make bids and in the undue replacement on 
two occasions of the tender commission, the minimum 
financial loss of the state arising from the irregularities 
in the TOFAS tender was $827,500. 


Ciller strives in vain 


Ciller is fully aware of the fact that she has been 
pushed into 4 tight spot both legally and politically 
due to the accusations directed at her because of the 
TOFAS tender, accusations originally voiced by the 
main opposition leader of the time, Mesut Yilmaz, 
who is now her coalition partner. For this reason she 
has made a series of moves to avoid a parliamentary 
investigation. 

First, she put pressure on her coalition partner, the 
Motherland Patty (ANAP), threatening that she would 
end the coalition if the ANAP supported the RP 


its deputies to vote in favor or against a motion for a 
parliamentary investigation. This issue may not even be 


leader Mesut Yilmaz declared there was no way he 
could cover up irregularities, if any, just for the sake 
staying in power. And, in the latest instance, he 
Clearly 


had 
and asked him to vote against the RP motions. She 
also asked him to withdraw the DSP motion on the 
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TEDAS issue and to refrain from presenting a motion 
on the TOFAS issuc. After discussing the issue with the 
leaders of the DSP group in Parliament, Ecevit decided 
that it would be wrong to withdraw the DSP motion 
on TEDAS since that would harm the party's image. 
Mumtaz Soysal, one of the acting chairmen of the DSP 
group in Parliament, played a significant part in the 
making of that decision. 


On the other hand, Ciller’s entreaties did persuade the 
DSP to drop the plan to present a motion on the 
TOFAS issue. Ecevit did not want to be “the person 
who disrupted the ANAP-DYP coalition and paved the 
way for the formation of a RP government.” But the 
DSP officials did say that most of the 7S DSP deputies 
were inclined to vote in favor of the opening of an 
investigation of the TOFAS issue 


Ciller has contacted Republican People’s Party (CHP) 
leader Deniz Saykal too. But Baykal ts reportedly 
inclined to vote in favor of the TOFAS motion both 
to protect his own party whose image has been hun 
by irregularity claims in the recent past from further 
damage, and also to deliver a blow to the ANAP-DYP 
coalition model which has left his own party out im the 
cold. 


Ciller’s new attempt: 
Court of Accounts 


Seeing that she would not be able to prevent a vote 
in favor of a parliamentary investigation against her, 
Ciller decided to take another route. She called for le- 
gal changes as a result of which claims of corruption 
directed at politicians would be investigated, not by par- 
lamentary commussions, but by the tours of Accounts, 
the court whose task if 1s to check the state accounts 


To secure support for that proposal she met with RP 
leader Necmettin Erhakan two days ago. But something 
she said at the end of the mecting ruined her attempt. 


She told reporters she hoped that Erbakan would not 
“flee from judicial supervision.” This remark angered 
the RP circles. They were quick to announce that they 
would definitely oppose Ciller’s proposal 


The DSP too would reportedly oppose any attempt to 
shift onto yudicial bodies Parliament's powers of super- 
vision. And ANAP icader Mesut Yilmaz, commenting 
on this issuc, sand. “We had defended that viewport 
only for the investigation of party leaders’ assets. Ciller 
has obviously gone a little too far by making a proposal 
which would have biocked Parliament's paths of super- 
vision.” 


The Court of Accounts duties specified by the Con- 
stitution do not include the arrangements Ciller has in 
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be passed. And that would 


By suggesting a new legal arrangement concerning 
the Court of Appeals, Ciller is wying to delay a 
parliamentary investigation of the corrupuon charges. 


Because, according to the Constitution, if Parliament 
decides 10 open an investigation against one of the 


a supreme court in such instances). thal person may not 
hold a position in the government. 

And ii seems that Ciller made a grave mistake by saying. 
during her meeting with RP leader Erbakan. that the 
judges of the Constitutional Court “would not know 
about criminal law. Most of them are former governors 
and other bureaucrats.” With these words she has created 
an unfavorable climate in the Constituvional Court. 


It is still not clear whether the coalition government 
would survive if Parliament decides to start an investi- 
gation into Ciller’s alleged role in the irregularity cases 
If the DYP circles happened to favor a radical solution 
such as “a party leadership without Ciller,” the future 
of the ANAP-DYP coalition would not be plunged into 
jeopardy. But if, taking into consideration the fact that 
a DYP congress is scheduled to take place in June, the 
DYP cadres decided to rally around Ciller, the future 
of the coalition government would depend on Ciller’s 
If the ANAP-DYP coalition collapses, the alternative 


Translated Text] The relations between Turkey 
have been unstable since 1980. The bilateral 
economic opportunities that appeared dunng 
Ozal Government's era established a favor- 
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Nevertheless. 1 1s impossible to say that the wade and 
economic relations and the sharing of the opportunities 
in the region have contributed toward mutual coafidence 
between the two counties. Nesther country trusts the 
other for various reasons. From Iran's point of view, 
one of the mam reasons for distrust is Ankara’s failure 
to control the Iranians who fled to Turkey during the 
Iraman revolution and the Irag-lrag war as Tehran 
expects it fo do so. Furthermore, Iran has been frustrated 
by the behavior of nearly 1.5 millon Iranian refugees 
in Turkey, regardicss of the tact that their activities are 
in accordance with Turkish laws. Unfortunately, Turkey 
canna do much ahout this 


Ankara has townd uw difficult to convince Iran that 
it cannot restrict any activity that does not violate 
Turkey's laws. It has tned to end Tehran's conviction 
that Turkey supports the Iranian regime's opponents 
and condones them activites. However, lraman officials 
have expected Ankara to take very harsh measures 
agains them 


Another reason tor the mutual lack of confidence is 
the clam that Iran condones the Workers Party of 
Kurdistan ’s [PKK | activitics on tts territory and supports 
the pro-Islamuc terrors! organizations in Turkey. In fact, 
the reports that Tehran 1s using the PKK and the pro- 
islamic Organizations to pursuc its objectives have made 
Turkey very uneasy. It must be stressed that Ankara has 
heen seriously worned by the revelations of captured 
PRK and pro- Islamec militants to the effect that they 
were trained in Iran and receive funds and arms from 
Tehran. The terrorist organizations have intensified their 
activities in Turkey since the arrest of Irfan Cagirici, 
who has been accused of murder. Consequently, the 
support Iran has given to them makes Ankara question 
our bilateral relations 


Tehran ts Convinced that Ankara supports its opponents. 
That has kept it from trusting Turkey. Consequently, the 
two countnes have wasted time in resolving many of the 
simple problems between them and failed to implement 
important proyects in the region 


Turkish officials have frequently sand that “the Western 
countries must convince Iran to youn their camp. Their 
viewpoint has not changed despite recent developments. 
Ankara is still convinced that Iran's support is need in 
order to establish realistic and durable cooperation in 
the region 


Ankara believes that Iran must not be isolated by 
the relations that exist between Turkey, Irag, and the 
Caucasus republics. particularly im the trade, power 
generation, and transportation sectors. The necessary 
basis must he created for peace and Iran must contribute 
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to it. The establishment of cooperation will foil many 
designs on the region. 
Tehran's Nightmare 


Ankara and Tehran have maintained an optimistic 
approach in their relations since the collapse of the 
Shah's regime in Iran. Their relations improved during 
the Ozal Administration in Turkey. However they 
expenenced ups and downs as a result of thew domestic 
policies and the developments that have taken in the 
neighboring countries. Nevertheless, Ankara and Tehran 
have not abandoned the principle of “coexistence in the 
same geographical region.” 

The two countries lost significant time because of the 
tension that emerged between them. parucularly from 
1988 to 1990 and from 1993 to 1994. Meanwhile, the 
rapprochement between Turkey and Israci has made 
Iran uncasy. Ankara views its relations with Israc! as 
a contribution to the many-sided international effort 
to establish peace in the region. However, Tehran is 
convinced that Turkey, which is a part of the Western 
camp, may use its cooperation with Israc! against Iran. 
In fact, it is worried that Isracil. which will emerge 
stronger from the Middle East peace process, will move 
to establish a new front against it and that Turkey will 
be a part of it. Meanwhile, it is common knowledge that 
iran has a very sensitive ethnic structure. That is why 
Tehran is worried that the United States may move to 
create a situation in its territory similar to that in the 
former Yugoslavia. For example, Western Azerbaijan 
province could be a nightmare for Tehran. What also 
worries the Iranian officials is the possibil’ that the 
United States might use Ankara to ‘~*_U<ace the Turkic 
communities in thew country. 


Arab Nationalixam 


Turkey and iran scem to be rival countries. However, 
they can cooperate on ot! supply and problems related to 
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the Caucasus, the Caspian Sea, Central Asia, the South- 
eastern Anatolia Project, the Economic Cooperation Or- 
ganization, the customs union, and Irag. Undoubtedly, 
their cooperauon would render many of the designs on 
the region ineffective. lt is a fact that thew common in- 
terests and them geographic advantages form a favorable 
basis for their Cooperation. 

Meanwhile, Ankara is worned that the Arab League, 
which has recently opposed Turkey as a result of the 
initiatives by Syria and Saudi Arabia over the sharing 
of transnational waters, may encourage Tehran to alter 
its stand toward Turkey. It is common knowledge 
that traditional grudges, not diplomatic principles and 
courtesy, predominate in the Middle East. That indicates 
the policy the Arab countries will take toward Turkey. 
Undoultedly, they are aware that a long-term (nendship 
and cooperation between Turkey and Iran would be 
against ther interests. 


Riyadh and Damascus spearhead the effort that is being 
made to strengthen Arab nationalism in North Africa 
and the Persian Gulf. They are convinced that the 
improvement of the relauions between Turkey and Iran 
should be slowed down if them effort to establish an 
Arab camp in the werd is to succeed. 


Obviously, regional and international conditions make 
any effort to improve Ankara-Tehran relations di‘icult. 
Therefore, Ankara believes that building bilateral con- 
fidence is very important. Undoubtedly, Iran must con- 
tribute to Turkey's effort. The common interests of the 
two countries require it. One cxampic in thai regard is 
the similarity between the Turkish and Iranian policies 
on Iraq as a whole and the territory north of the 36th 


Paralicl in particular. 
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